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n Am inclined to believe, that many of 
4 * thoſe who enjoy the Faith which 
2 I * worketh by Love, may remember 
3 OK ** ſome time, when the Power of the 
— Higheſt 2 upon them in an 


Sminent Manner; when the Voice of the Lord laid 
te Mountains low, brake all the Rocks in Pieces, 
nd mightily ſhed abroad his Love in their Heaits, 
he Holy Ghoſt given unto them. And at that 


and, or to ſtay the Sun in the midit of Heaven, 


Pools; with what Care he brings them back if they 
Eat [heir Footſteps may not flide. 


ing him: and, how, notwithſtanding the Styb- 


ee. 


— S ſeth ces, cod —— — — 
7 om 32mg — — IEG >» — oh DA g 2 . L Howl dS I ers eds NAA 


Subs 


ne it is certain, they hid no Power to reh the 
ace of Gov. They were then no more able to ſtop 
ie Courſe of that Torrent which carried all before 
.. than to ſtem the Waves of the Sea with their. 


l. And the Children of Gop may continually ob- 
ere, how his Love leads them on from Faith to 
aich: with what Tenderneſs he watches over their 


Wo aitray, and then upholds their going in his Path, 
| They cannot but 
olerve, how unwilling he is, to let them go from 


w 


ncis of their Wills, and the Wildnefs of their 
ions, he goes on in his Work, conquering and to 
oaqner, till he hath put all his Enemies under his 
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VI. To the ſame Effect ſpeak the Datch Divine 
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. 


: (Art. 6. et /eq.) 
"os Whereas in Proceſs of Time, Gop beitowed 
Faith on ſome, and not on others, this proceeds from 


his eternal Decree — According to which, be on 
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xKembled at Dort, in the Year 1618. Their Word g 


rr the 


p | (4) * 
| | III. The farther this Work is carried on in they ö Aar 
1 0 Hearts, the more earneſtly do they cry out, N.] ies 
1 as, O Lord, but unte thy Name give the Praiſe, for ty Z 4 An 
© Mercy and for thy Truth's Sate. The more deeply ar 9 een M 
4 they convinced, that by Grace we are ſavea; not of Work, A a uon 
2 Ic any Man ſhould boaſt : that we are not pardon i « Ele 
"i and excepted with Gop, for the Sake of any T hing wic! 
1 we have done, but wholly and ſolely for the Sake d 2 ch cho 
. nas, of what he hath done and ſuffered for u, MW: of V 
1 The more aſſuredly likewiſe do they know, that te hic 
_ Condition of this Acceptance is Faith alone: befor, WW ++ No 
4 11 which Gift of Gop no good Work can be done, non; om G 
1 which hath not in it the Nature of Sin. creed, 
9 IV. How 2afty then may a Believer infer, fron {Miſeitov !: 
N what he hath experienced in his own Soul, that the Meir 0 
i true Grace of Gop a/ways works irre 72 in even erlaſti. 
9 Believer ? That Gop will finiſh wherever he has be. her Si 
itt gun this Work, ſo that it is /mpy/i3/e for any Believe n.“ 
SI to fall from Grace? And laſtly, that the Reaſon w 7) A VII. 
1 God gives this, to ſome only, and not to others, i I the / 
lh becauſe, of his own Will, without any previous Re. ear 16 
af 8 gard either to their Faith or Works, he hath 2%. WW © Ge 
0 | lutely, unconditionally predeſtinated them to Life, before batſoe 
nl the Foundation of the World. Bu 
0 } V. Agreeably hereto, in the Proteſtant Confeſſion is Glo! 
vid of Faith, drawn up at Paris, in the Year 1559, vento cr 
in have theſe Words: (Article 12.) oerlaſt 
1 * We believe, that out of the Xx. "0 Corruption WW © TT 
il} | and Condemnation, in which all Men are plunged, ere orc 
my; Gop draws thoſe whom in his eternal and unalterable WWgned, 
., = "Counſel, he has elected by his own Goodneſs, and at it 
A | + Mercy, through our Lord Jesgs Cunlsr, withou. i * H 
_ <aas conſidering their Works, leaving the hers i in the ife, C 
_ ſame; Corruption and Condemnation.” ath ch 
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in they AS (oxts of the Elect, and leaveth them that ate 
V. ies in their Wickedneſs and Hardseſs. 


fir t 9 2 : 


% 


„ And herein is diſcovered the Difference put be- 


ply ar een Men equally loſt, that is to ſay, the Decree of 


Har, ection and Keprobation. 


done . Election is, the unchangable Decree of Gop, 


Thing 28 which, before the Foundation of the World, he 
jake 4 n choſen in Ca R Is TH unto Salvation, a ſet Num- 
for u of Men. This Election is one and the ſame of 
hat the AW which are to be ſaved. 

befor: Not all Men are elected, but ſome not- elected; 
„ none om Gon in his unchangable good Pleaſure hath 


creed, to leave in the common Miſery, and not to 


fron ow {aving Faith upon them; but leaving them in 
nat the 
even Wil 
eliever i 
n W —1 
ers, al 
us Re. 
h 40%. 
before il 


rerlaſtingly, for their Unbelief, and alſo for their 
her Sins. And this is the Decree of Reproba- 
on.“ | | = 
VII. Likewiſe in the Confeſſion of Faith, ſet forth 
y the Aſſembly of Zzgliſþ and Scorch Divines, in the 
ear 1646, are theſe Words. (chap. 3.) 


hatſoever comes to paſs. 

« By the Decree of Gop, for the Manifeſtation of 
is Glory, ſome Men and Angels are predeſtinated 
nto everlaſting Life, and others fore-ordained to 
verlaſting Death. | | 
« 'Theſe Angels and Men, thus predeſtinated and 


| e ſſion MN 
), voi 


uption i 
inged, Wi 
erable gned, and their Number ſo certain and definite, 
s, and lat it cannot be either increaſed or diminiſhed. | 
ithout BF © Thoſe of Mankind that are predeſtinated unte: 
in the ife, Gop before the Foundation of the World 


ivines 


855 Without any Foreſight of Faith or good Works. 
Vords 


The reſt of Mankind Gop was pleaſed 
or the Glory of his ſovereign Power over his Crea- 


towed 
5 from 
oftens 
the 


nd Wrath.“ | 
No leſs expreſs are Mr. Ca/vin's Words, in his 
ian Laſtitutionms. (chap. 21, ſect. 1.) 
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cir own Ways, at laſt to condemn and puniſh them 


Go from all Eternity did unchangably ordain 


ore- ordained, are particularly and unchangably de- | 


ath choſen in Cu is r unto everlaſting Glory 


Nies, to paſs by, and to ordain them to diſhonour 
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French Church) he draws thoſe whom he hath elected; 
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„All Men are not created for the ſame End; bu 
ſome are fore-ordained to eternal Life, others to „ 
ternal Damnation. So according as every Man wa 4 
created for the one End or the other, we ſay, he w, 
elected, 1. e. predeſtinated to Life, or reprobated, ic 
predeſtinated to Damnation. 1 
VIII. Indeed there are ſome who aſſert the De. tern 
cree of Election, and not the Decree of Reprobation, I aive 
They aſſert, that Gop hath by a poſitive, uncond. . ftrud. 
tional Decree, choſen ſome to Life and Salvation; MW {cry at 
but not that he hath by any ſuch Decree, devote WF Diſd: 
the reſt of Mankind to Deſtruction. Theſe are they the of 
to whom I would addreſs myſelf firſt. And Jet ne M. 
beſcech you, Brethren, by the Mercies of Gor, u Elccii 
lift up your Hearts to him, and to beg of him to free AS (ily a 
you from all Prepoſſeſſion, from the Prejudices ever out R 


leavi: 
ing tc 
of Ge 
vines 
other: 
hath | 


of your tender Years, and from whatſoever mig MW rcpro! 
hinder the Light of Gop from ſhining in upon you WS 3. c. 
Souls. Let us calmly and fairly weigh theſe Thin, BW X. 
in the Balance of the Sanctuary And let all be find y 
done in Love and meekneis of Wiſdom, as become: WW alſo h 
thoſe who are fighting under one Captain, and who WARN not y 
humbly hope, they are Joint-heirs thro' him of the #0114 
Glory which ſhall be revealed, done 

I am verily perſaaded, that in the Uprightneb nr 
your Hearts, you defend the Decree of unconditional BW n 


* * 4 
for 181 


Election: even in the ſame Uprightneſs wherein you 
7 might 


reject and abhor that of unconditional Reprobation, 


but confider, I intreat you, whether you are conſiſtent tion ? 
with yourſelves ; confider, whether this Election can WA e, 
be ſeperate. from Reprobation ; whether one of then Wh hold 
does not imply the other, ſo that in holding one, you Wi and P 
muſt hold both. == /://: 
IX. That this was the Judgment of thoſe who had unto C 
the moſt deeply conſidered the Nature of theſe De. NE; 
crees, of the Aſſembly of C. and Scotch Divines, reed « 
of the reformed Churches both in Frence and the Lv bo i 
Countries, and of Mr. Calt in himſelf, appears from ſhould 
their own Words, beyond all Poflibility of Contra the D 
dition. ** Out of the general Corruption (ſaith the on 
* WI 


leaving. 


4 * 


(7-3 

leaving the others in the ſame Corruption, accord- 
to his immoveable Decree.” © By the Decree 
of Coo (fays the Aſſembly of Engliſh and Scotch Di- 
= vine, ſome are predeftinated unto everlaſting Life, 


1 bu 
do e. 8. N ing 
n v1; 


e wa 


„ie others fore ordained to everlaſting Death.. Gop 
bath once for all (ſaith Mr. Calin) appointed, by an 
e De. eternal and unchangable Decree, to whom pe would 
ation, A 0 ive Salvation, and whom he would devote to De- 
-ondi. WW ftruction.“ (. cap. 3. felt. 7.) Nay, it is ob- 
ation; ſervable, Mr. Calvin ſpeaks with utter Contempt and 
-votei Diſdain of all, who endeavour to ſeparate one from 
e they the other, who aſſert Election without Reprobation. 
let m © Many (ſays he) as it were to excuſe Gop, own 
>, U Election, and deny Keprobation. But this is quite 
0 free AB lilly and childiſh, For Election cannot ſtand with- 


; ever AG out Reprobation. Whom Gop paſſes by, thoſe he 
might WW r<probates. It is one and the ſame Thing.” ft. J. 
you WS 3. c. 23. feR. 1. | 1 
bing, WY X. Perhaps upon deeper Conſideration, you will 


all be 
come: Wl 
: who 


of the 


find yourſelf of the fame judgment. It may be, you 
alſo hold Reprobation, though you knew it not; Do. 
not you believe, that Gop who made one Vaſſel ur to 
Honeur, hath made another uno eternal Diſhorour ? 
Do not you believe, that the Men who turn the Grace 
if our Gop into Laciviouſneſs, were before ordained of 
op vu#t9 thi: Condemnation ? Do not you think, that 
i /a-me Purpose Gop raiſed Fharoah wp, that he 
night ſhew his ſovereign Power in his Deſtruc-, 
= ton? And that 7 arsh have J loved, but Eſau have I 
' hated, refers to the eternal State? Why then, you 
hold abſolute Reprobation z and you think Z/az 
and Phascab were Inſtances of it: as well as all thoſe 


ed of 
tional 
n you 
ation, 
ſiſtent 
n can 
them 


1 


izould be ſaved ? If you ſay, no, you put an End to 
the Doubt, You eſpouſe Election and Reprobation 8 


from 
ontra- 


, JOU | 

| "efjels made unto Diſhonour, thoſe Men before erde ined 
0 had unto Condemnation ? JF | 
De- XI. To ſet this Matter in a till clearer Light, you | 
vines, need only anſwer one Queſtion. Is any Man faved | 
e Lin who is not elected ? ls it poſſible, that any not elected, 


h the together. You confirm Mr. Caltin's Words, that 
ected; WR | without Reprobation, Election itſelf cannot ftand.”? 
aving Lou 
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- ( 8 ) 
You allow (though you was not ſenſible of it be- 
fore) that «© whom Gop elcQs not, them he repro. 
bates.” 

Try whether it be poſſible, in any particular Caſe, 


to ſeparate Election from Reprobation. Take one 


of thoſe who are ſuppoſed not to be elected; one 
whom Gop hath not choſen unto Life and Salvation, 
Can this Man be ſaved from Sin and Hell? You an- 
wer, No.'' —— Why not? «© Becauſe he is not 


elected. Becauſe Gop hath unchangably decreed, 


to fave ſo many Souls, and no more; and he is not 
of that Number. Him Gon hath decreed to paſs by; 
to leave him to everlaſting Deſtruction: in Conſe- 
quence of which irreſiſtible Decree, the Man periſhes 
everlaſtingly.” O my Brethren, how. ſmall is the 
Difference between this, and-a broad, barefaced Re, 
probation ? 


XII. Let me intreat you to make this Caſe your 


own. In the Midſt of Life, you are in Death; your 
Soul is dead while you live, if you live in Sin, if you 
do not live to Gop. And who can deliver you from 
the Body of this Death? Only the Grace of Goo in 
Jesus Cur1sT our Lord. But Goo. hath decreed to 
give this Grace, to others only, and. not. to you: 
to leave you in Unbelief and ſpiritual Death, and for 
that Unbelief to puniſh you with. Death everlaſting. 
Well then mayſt thou cry, even till thy Throat is dry, 
O wretched Man that Jam! For an unchang- 


able, irreſiſtable Decree ſtandeth between thee and. 


the very Poſſibility of. Salvation. Go now, and find. 
out how to ſplit the Hair, between thy being repro- 
bated, and not- elected: how to ſeparate Reproba- 


tion, in its moſt effectual Senſe, from unconditional. 
Election 


XIII. Acknowledge then, that you hold Reproba- 


tion, Avow it in the Face of the Sun. To be conſiſtent 
with yourfelf, you muſt openly aſſert, that without 


Reprobation his Election cannot ſtand.” You know 


it cannot. You know if Gop hath fixt a Decree, that 
teje Nen only ſhall be ſaved, in ſuch a Decree it is 
maniteſtly implied, that a other Mem ſhall be damned. 
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2 Uf God hath decreed, that bis Part of Mankind, and 
8 no more ſhall live eternally, you cannot but fee, it is 


iſe, lite. O let us deal ingeniouſly with each other. What 
ne e really hold, let us openly profeſs. And if Reproba- 
"ue tion be the Truth, it will bear the Light; for the 
on. d if cur Gov [ball Rand for ever. . 

al- RS XIV. Now then, without any Extenuation on the 
not on hand, or Exaggeration on the other, let us look 
ed, 8 upon this Doctrine, call it what you pleaſe, naked 
not ana in its native Colour. Before the Foundations of 


85 . i the World were laid, God of his own mere Will and 


e- W and Pleafure, fixt a Decree concerning all the Chil- 
hes WW dren of Men, who ſhould be born unto the End of 


the te World. This Decree was unchangable with Re- 


Rey ard to Gov, and irriſiſtible with Regard to Man. 
And herein it was ordained, that one Part of Man- 


Our 8 kind ſhould be ſaved from Sin and Hell, and all the 


our reſt left to periſh for ever and ever, without Help, 
you WR without Hope. That none of theſe ſhould have 
om chat Grace, which alone could prevent their dwel- 
> 10 ling with everlaſting Burnings, Gop decreed, for this 
to Cauſe alone, „ becauſe it was his good Pleaſure : *? 
ou: and for this End, © to ſhew forth his glorious Power, 
for and his Sovereignty over all the Earth.“ 


ing. XV. Now can you, upon Reflection, believe this? 


hy, Perhaps you will fay, „I don't think about it.“ 


ng- That will never do. You not only think about it 


nd. WF (tho' it may be, confuſedly) but ſpeak about it too, 
find when ever you ſpeak of unconditional Election. You 
ro- don't think about it! What do you mean? Do you 
ba- never think about £/au or Pharcabh? Or in general, 
dna! about a certain Number of Souls, whom lens Gop 

bath decreed to fave ? Why in that_very Thought 
ba- Keprobation lurks : it entered your Heart the Mo- 
tent ment that entered. It ſtays as long as that lays. 


out And you cannot ſpeak that Thought, without ſpeak - 
109 ing ot Reprobation. True, it is covered with Fig- 


hat leaves, fo that a heedleſs Eye may not obſerve it to 
tis be there. But if you narrowly obſerve, unconditi- 


led. oral Election cannot appear, without the cloven Faot 


II ot Reprobation. But 


berein decreed, that the other Part ſhall never ſee 


(i240 } 


XVI. But do not the Scriptures ſpeak of Flectn; Bi 
They ſay, St. Paul was an elected or choſen Veſ. - 0 ho' he 
fel.” Nay, and ſpeak of great Numbers of Men, Wl = 
as * ee, according to the Fore-knowledge of Gov.” Wl 2 a F; 
You cannot therefore deny, there is ſuch a Thing az WW... 
Election. And if there is, what do you mean by it!“ 

J will tell you, in all Plainneſs and Simplicity. I 
believe it commonly means one of theſe two Things; . Pp 
firſt, a divine Appointment of ſome particular Men, 3 = 
to do ſome particular Work in the World. And this ah! 
Election I believe to be not only perſonal, but abſo. ere 
lute and unconditional. Thus Cyras was elected to ²ü 60 
rebuild the Temple, and St. Paul, with the TWelve, 4 XI 
to preach the Goſpel. But I do not find this to have Miieve ti 

any neceſiary Connexion with eternal Happineſs, lese 
Nay, it is plain, it has not; for one who is e/-44 not - 
in this Senſe, may yet be loſt eternally. Have In WW 1 
chaſen (elected) you Twelve, ſaith our Lord? t me 1 ure 
of you bath a Devil * Fudas, you ſee, was elected s 1 
well as the reſt. Vet is his Lot with the Devil ad agree 
his Angels. ile! 


XVII. I believe E/-#ioz means, ſecondly, A di- 1 utterly 


vine Appointment of ſome Men to eternal Happi- Wl: 1 © 
neſs. But I believe this Election to be conditional, Ot 
as well as the Reprobation oppoſite thereto. 1 be. 
lieve the eternal Decree concerning both, is expreſt 
in thoſe Words, He that believeth, hall be javed: bt 
that bglievth nit, ſball be damned. And this Decree 
without doubt Gop will not change, and Man can- 
not reſiſt. According to this, all true Be/z-ver- are 
in Scripture termed elect as all who continue 
Unbelie, are ſo long properly Reprobatrs, that is, ur. 
approved of Gop, and without Diſcernment touching the 
Things of the Spirit. -. 
XVIII. Now Gov to whom all Things are pre- 
ſent at once, who ſees all Eternity at one View, 64. 
leth the Things that are not as tho they were, the Things 
that are not yet, as tho' they were now- ſubfiſting. 
Thus he calls 45rabam the Father of many Nations, be- 
fore even Jaac was born. And thus CRRIST is cal- 
led, the Lamb ſlain from the Faurdation of the he's 
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el. no he was not lain, in fact, till ſome thouſand Vears 
len, after. In like manner Gop calleth true Believers, 
% F from tbe Foundation of the Horld; although they 
ere not aftuly Elect or Believers, till many Ages 
it?“ 


fer, in their ſeveral Generations. Then only it 


Is, that they were actually elected, when they 
93; ere made the Son, of GOD by Faith. Then were 
len, WA. hey in Fact, cbo/en-and taken out of the World; Eteft 
thi WS, (ith St. Paul) thro" Belief of the Truth : Or (as St. 
1. Deer expreſſes it) Ele, according to the Fore-knowleage 
7 to 


Y of GOD, thro" Sanftification of the Spirit. 5 

— xXx1X. This Election I as firmly believe, as I be- 
ileve the Scripture to be of Gop. But unconditional 
tion I cannot believe; not only becauſe I can- 
not find it in Scripture, but alſo (to wave all other 
1 Conſiderations) becauſe it neceſſarily implies, un- 
Conditional Reprobation. Find out any Election 
Which does not imply Reprobation, and I will gladly 
agree to it. But Reprobation I can never agree to, 
WT while I believe the Scripture to be of Gop : as being 


ef gab 8 $ , 
„ 92 


dl. WS utterly irreconcilable to the whole Scope and Tenour 
PP. boch of che Old and New Teſtament. 
"nal, == © that Gop would give me the Defire of my 
de. Heart! That he would grant the Thing which I long 
preit for! Even that your Mind might now be free and 
': of calm, and open to the Light of his Spirit! That 
ce” you would impartially confider, how it is poſſible 
can WT to reconcile Reprobation with the following Scrip- 
4 are 1 tures ! | «Io 
ac." Ce. iii. 17. Berauſe thou haſt eaten of the Tree of 
i Which I commanded ther, ſaying, Thou ſhalt not eat of 
g the I the Sweat of thy Fare alt thou eat Bread 
The Curſe ſhall come on thee and thine Offspring, 
E., not becauſe of any abſolute Decree of mine, but be- 
£0 WR cauſe of thy Sin. 
1” Chap. iv. 7. IF thou den well, Salt tbou not be at- 
* ed? And if thou deft not well, Sin lietb at thy Door. 
Lin only, not the Decree of Reprobation, hinders 
87 } ay being accepted. | - | | 
% % vii. 9. Know that the Lord thy GOD, Be is the 


aku GOD, robich keepeth Covenant and Mercy oy 
5 ' | DE... 


(12) 


chem that love him and keep bis Commandments to a N 


Sand Generations and repayeth them that hate hin, al cuuſe l 
their Face to deſtroy them. | | | = /, 

Ver. 12. Wherefore if ye hearken to theſe Fu, F- _ 7 
ments and keep and do them, the Lora thy G O D jeu WS; D. 
keep unto thee the Covenant which he ſwear unte ih | „% u. 
Fathers. | = ed, 

Chap. xii. v. 26, 27, 28. Behold, I ſet Sehr l tor 
this Day a Bl:ſing and a Curſe: a Bleſſing, if vou on WAS 1id not 
the Commanaments of the Lord your GOD ; and a Cu, Car. 
if you will not obey. | 7 


Chap. xxx. 15, c. Ses, I have jet before the: th: Ex. 
Day, Life and Good, and Death and Evil : in tba die. 
command thee this Day to love the Lord thy GOD, « WR te Fa 
walk in his Ways and to keep his Commandments-——i be 5:1 
the Lord thy GOD jhall bleſs thee. But if thou wilt u ie, 
hear, I denounce unto you this Day, that ye fball un ti; //; 
periſh. I call Heaven and Earth to record this Day, uu Ma: 
I have ſet before you Life and Death, Bleſſing and Curj;, of min! 
Therefore chuſe Life, that both thou and thy Seed n N. 
tive. | could 

2 Chron. c. xv. v. 1, &c. And the Spirit of GO) RN Ch: 
came upen Arariab, and he ſaid, The Lord is wit! Cities 
you while ye be with bim; and if ye ſeek bim, be vi cau/e 7 
be found of you ; but if ye forſake bim, he will for/aii WW thee, I 


ne + 
f Ezra ix. 13, 14. After all that is rome upon us, fit 
. our evil Deeds, and for our great Treſpaſs. Should u 

in break thy Commanaments, wouldft thou not be ang) 
with us, till tbau hadft conſumed us; 
Job xxxvi. 5. Behold GOD is mighty, and deſpiſu 
not any. Could he then reprobate any? fir you 
Hal. cxlv. 9. The Lord is good to all, and bis tend WR Heater 
Mercies are over all his Works, Vert, 
Prov. i. 23, &c. Turn you at my Reprovf ; eb Soon, 
207, pour out my Spirit upon ou. unte . 
Becanſe I have called and ye refuſed, I have freie in the | 


une iv 
__ Ei 
lf the 
had b 
too? 
rable } 


out my Hand, and no Man regarded —— 1 alſo wil Cha 
Iaugh at yaur Calamity, I will mock when your Fel ment 20 
cometh.” Then ſhall they call upon me, but I will W they 74 


anſwer ; they Shall jeek me early, but they ſpall ne 
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9 u, Why ? Becauſe of my Decree? No. But 4 


7 77% 
him 1 F 7 auje they bated Knowieage, and did not chuſe the Fear of 
Ee Lord. 

Fug, FE Jaiab Ixv. 2, Cc. 1 have trend out my Hands all 
) ſeal the Day unto a rebellious People; —4 People that provek- 
ti th 1 ih me to Anger continually to my Face herefore will! 

RS ©-1/4re their former Work into their Bojom — Ye ſhell 
07 / bore down to the Slaughter, becauſe when I called, ye 
-4 04; R net anfever. —T hercfore ye ſhall leave. your Name for a 
Cu, Cee unte my choſen: for the Lord GOD Hal flay thee, 
a call his Servants by another Name. 
bee H £24. xviii. 20. Cc. The Soul that finneth, it/ fball 


6%. The Son ſpall not bear (eternally) the Iniquity of 
) D, 8 the Father, neither fhall the Father bear the Intquity of 


-I 51 Have I any Pleaſure at all that the Wicked fball 
e e, ait“ tbe Lord; and not that be ſhould return from 
jun SO bis ay; and live? 
5, % Malt. vii. 26. Every one that heareth theſe Sayings 
vr /in;, 8 of 12ine, and doeth them not, ſhall he likened unto a fool- 
4 n % Man, which built his Houſe upon the Sand. Nay, he 
could not help it, if he was ordained thereto. - 
GO) BS Chap. xi. v. 20, &c. Then began he to upbraid the 
75 roith Cities wherein moſt of his mighty Works were dane, ber 
* (alſe they repented not. Wo unto thee, Chorazin, #00 unte 
0 


ane in you, had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would 


4 . 
| ula 771 5 
- ang)! ib 


lf they were not c/ected? And if they of Ayth/aide 
had been elected, would they now have repented 
too?) Therefore I ſay-unto you, it ſhall be more tole- 


ifa rable for Tyre and Sydon in the Day of Fudgment than 


bende. 
bald 1 


retchid 
fo will 
* Teal 
1% ni 
ot MW 


= Heater, ſball be brought dewn to Hell. For if the mighty 
7 | Works tohich have been done in thee, had been done in 
W Sodom, it would bave rematned until this Day. But I ſay 
unte you, it ſpall be more tolerable for the Lam of Sodom 
ni the Day of Judgment than for thee. 

= Chap. xii. 41. The Men of Nineveh ſhall riſe in Jud- 
ment with this Generation, and ſpali condemn it: becauſe 


45 
2 


8 
* 3 a ** 
4 N 
a. 


thee, Bethjaida : fer if the mighty Works which ter? 
bare repented long ago in Sackcloth and Aces. (What? 


fir you. And thou, Capernaum, which art exalted unte 


7 repented at the Preaching of Jonas, and bebold a2 
B greater 
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ater than Fonas is bere. But what was this to thy 
purpoſe, if the Men of Niveveh were elected, and 4h 
Generation of Men were not ? 

Chap. xii. 11, 12. I is given wnto you, to know thy 

Myſteries of the Kingdom of Heaven, but unto then: it i; 
net given: For whoſoever bath (i. e. uſes what he hath) ji 
to him fhall be given, and be ſhall have more abundance, 

But whoſoever hath not, from bim ſhall be taken aun Wl 
even that be hath. ; 

Chap. xxii. v. 8. They which were called were not wir. 
thy, were ſhut out from the Marriage of the Lamb: 
Why io ? Becauſe they wnld nat come. v. 3. 

The whole twenty-fhfth Chapter requires, and will 
reward your moſt ſerious Conſideration. If you can 
reconcile unconditional Reprobation with this, you 
may reconcile it with the 18th of EZeliel. | 

Fohn in. 18. This is the Condemnation, that Light i; 
come into the World, and Men lone (or chuſe) Dark, 
rather than Ligot. 

Chap. v. 44. Hob can ye believe, who receive Honur 
one of another, and ſeek not the Honour that cometh. of 
Gop only ? Obſerve the Reaſon why they could not 
believe: Not in Gop, but in themſelves. 

Ads viii. 20, &c. Thy Money periſh-eaith thee (and 
ſo doubtleſs it did) Thou haft neither Part nor Lot in this 
Matter; for thy Heart is not right in the Sight of Gob. 
 Repent therefore of this thy Wickedneſs, and pray Gov, if 

perhaps ge Thought. of thine Heart may be forgiven the, 
So that St. Peter had no Thought of any abſolute 
Reprobation, even in the Caſe of Simon Magus. 

Rom. i. 20, &c. They are without Excuſe ; becaujt 

teen they knew Gon, they glorified him not as GOD 

sherefore God a/ gave. them up to Uncleanneſ. aul. 

changed the Truth of Gow into a Lie. For this Caiijt 

God gave them up to vile Afeftions—= As they did nit 

like to retain Gop in their Knowledge, Gor gave then 

oper to a reprobate mind, to do thoſe things waich are nd 
Convenient. . 

2 Thel. ii. 10, &c. Them that periſb, becauſe ibi 

. received not the Love of the Truth, that they might li 

Javed. And for this Cauſe God fball fend thers /irotg 
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( 15) 
Del fen, io believe a Lie : That they all might be damn- 
d te bo ielieved not the Truth, but had Pleaſure in Ur- 


hteouſneſs. 
XX. How will you reconcile Reprobation with 


= te following Scriptures, which declare Gob' s Will- 


= | ingneſs that all ſhould be ſaved ? 
| hath) F 


"Math. xxii. 9. As many as ye ſhall find, bid (in- 
vite} to the Marriage. 

Mark xvi, 15. Go ye into all the World, and preach 
the Gojpel to every Creature. 

Luke xix. 41, &c. And toben hy came near, he be- 
held the City, and wept over it, ſaying, I (rather O 
thai) the hadſt known, at leaft in this thy Day, the 
Things which belong unto thy Peace ! 

Fohn v. 34. Theſe ping, T ay, that ye may be ſaved, 
viz, thoſe who perſecuted him, and /ought to flay him, 


ver. 16. and of whom he complains, ver, 40. Te 


will not come unto me that ye may have Life. 

Ad, xvii. 24, &c. Gop that made the World and 
all Things, therein—giveth to all Life and Breath, and 
all things, and hath mage of one Blood all Nations 
of Men, for to dwell on all the Face of the Earth A. 
they ſhould ſerk the Lor4—Obſerve this was Gop's End. 
in creating. all Nations on all the Earth, | 

Rom. v. 18. As by the Offence of one, Fudgment 
came upon all Men to Condemration, ſo by the Righteonf- 
neſs of one, the free Gift came upon all Men unto Fuſti- 
fication of Life. 

Chap. x. ver. 12. The ſame Lord over all, is rich 
(in Mercy). anto all that call upon bim. 

1 im li. 3. 4. This is good and acceptable in the 
Sight of Go p our Saviour, who willeth all Men to 
be Javed ; Chap. iv. ver. 10. Who is the Saviour of x 
all Men, eſpecially of thoſe that believe, i. e. intention- 1 
ally of all; and actually of Believers. oh 

Jar. i. 5. If any Man lack Wiſtom, let him aft of 
God, who Give to all Men liberally, and annuus 
Hot. 

2 Pet. iii. 9. The Lord is Long-ſuffering * 1 7 
n willing that any ſpould periſb, ut that atl Joould” * 
rome to _ pentance. 
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x Jeln iv. 14. Mi bave ſeen, and do teftify that thy 
Father jent the So, ta be the Saviour of the World.” 


XXI. How will you reconcile Reprobation wit Mp 


the following Scriptures, which declare that C:i nt 
came to ſave all Men, that he died for all, that he 
atoned for all, even for thoſe that finally periſh ? 
Matt. xviii. 11. The Sen of Man ts come to jove that 
rebich is loft, without any Reſtriction. 
Fohn i. 29. Behold the Lams of GOD, which tal:th 
away the Sin of the World. 
Chap. iii. 179. GOD ſent his Son into the WWirll, 
that the Wirld thro him might te ſaved. 
Chap. xti. 47. I came not (now) to judge the _ 
but to Jave the Mor ld. 
Rom. xiv. 15. Deſtroy not bim with thy Meat, fu 
whom CHRIST deg. 
1 Cor. viii, 11. Tro! thy Knowledge Pall thy weak 
Brother periſh for whom Cur I died, 
2 Cor. v. 14, &c. Wethus judge, that if one died fir 
all, then were ail dead: And that he died for all, that 
56 (or 4.) who live ſpould live unto bim rwbich died 
for them. Here you ſee, not only that CHRIST died 
8 all Men, but likewiſe the End of his Dying ſor 
them. 
n, ii. 6. CunisT Jesus, which gave hin/!/ a 
Nanſem for all. 
Heb. viii, ꝙ We ſee Jesus made leser than the An- 
gels, that he wichs taft Death for every Man. 
2 Pet. ii. 1. There ſpall be falſe Teachers among uu, 


ho ſhall" pr wit bring in daunable Herefies, even fen ug | 
the Lord that bought them, and bring upon then/eo- 


ſwift Deſruction. You ſee, he bought, or redeemed 

even thoſe that periſh, that bring upon themſelves 
ſwift Deſtruction. 

1 Jobn. ii. 1, 2. F any Man fin, we have an Ado! 

3 with the Faber Jesus CurisT, the Righteous ; and 

be it'the Propitiation for our Sins (who are Elect, ac- 


enly, but alſo for the Sins of the whole World, 
Foo are ſenſible, theſe are but a very ſmall Part of 
the a which might be brought on each of 
theie 


Y one fo 


cording to the Knowledge of Gop) and not for ours 
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9 heſe Heads. But they are enough : And they re. 
* ire no Comment: Taken in their plain, eaſy, ob. 
RE bus Senſe, they abundantly prove, That there is 
) 8. r cannot be any ſuch Thing as unconditional Re- 
+ 21:7 Bs 8 . £ 4 £7 | 
that 10 probation. i : | 

i > XXII. But to be a little more particular. How 
wy Al an you poſſibly reconcile Reprobation with thoſe 


Pa 
Eat 1409 
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ne for all. | | 

ee. xvii. 2, &c. What mean ye that ye uſe this 
erb, The Fathers have eaten four Grapes, and the 
Crs Teeth are ſet on Edge? As lire ſaith the 
$71 GOD, ye ſhall not have Orcafion any more to uſe 
„ Properd in Iſrael, Behold; all Souls are mine; as 
phe Soul of the Father, ſo the Soul of the Son is mine © 


WW 2thers upon the Children, yet this Viſitation ex- 


vor its own Sin, and not anothers. But iff a Man be 


eg 5 : 'Y uſt, and do that gobich is lawful and right be ſpall 
„ rely live, faith the Lord GOD. If he beget a Con 


5 died %% is Rob ber ſpall he then live ? He ſhall not live; 
„all ſurely die—Yet ſay ye, Why, doth not the Son 
Lear the Iniguity of the Fatber ? (Temporally he doth, 
as in the Cafe of Acbhan, Korah, and a Thouſand 
Mothers. But not eternally.) ben the: Son hath done 
bet which is lawful and right, be ſball ſurely live. The 
= So that fiuntib, it ſball die: (ſhall die the ſecond 
Death.) The Son ſball not bear the Iniquity of the Fa- 


r ee, neither ſball the Father bear the Iniquity of the 
. The Righteoujneſs of the Righteous fhall be upon 


Els + 
med 
Ives 


in, and the Wickedneſs of the Wicked ſpall be upon bim. 
heey, The Way of the Lord is not equal. Hear now, 
oe. I not my Way equal ? (equitable, juſt) Art 
12. %u, Mays unequal 7 When a righteous Man turneth 

„ from bis Rigbtecuſneſs, and commilteth Iniquity,. 
ans aud diet in them, for his Iniguity that be hath done ſhall 
* ie. Main, when the Wicked Man turneth away 
% Nn bi Mictedneſi that be hath committed, and doth that 
Wy #414 is larvful and right, he ſpall fave his Soul alive. 


5 Veri, Iwill judge you, O Houſe of Jrael, every one 
ce . 


: ; Scriptures that declare the Juſtice of Gop ? To cite - 


A (And however I may temporally viſit the Sins of the 


ends no farther, but) 70e Sou! that finneth, it ſhall die, 
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(18) a 


according to bis Ways, ſaith the Lord GOD. Rint 9 | 


| Gent! 


and turu yourjetves from all your Tranſgreſſions. ir is t! 
igu ty ſpall not be your Ruin. | | 3. 

Through this whole Paſſage Gos is pleaſed to a Þ _ 1 
peal to Man himſelf,” touching the Za/ice of his Py, | „„ /- 
ceedings. And well might he appeal to our oy» WAS 5-2/7 
Conſcience, according to - the Account of then KY 
which is here given. But it is an. Account which yi chor 
the Art of Man, will never reconcile with unconi, unden 


tional Reprobation. | ; —_ 
XXIII. Do you think it will cut the Knot to i ſpoke: 


« Why, it Gop might juſtly have paſt by all Ma Kind 
4 (ſpeak out, if Gop might ju/y have reprobated i has no 
„Men, for it comes to the ſame Point) then to pro 
% may. juſtly paſs by ſome, But Gop might jj" Xx 
© have paſſed by all Men.“ Are you ſure he might! WA :: ar. 
Where is it written? I cannot find it in the Word RR Word: 
Gov. Therefore I reje& it as a bold, precarios of the 
Aſlertion, utterly unſupported by Holy Seripture, WWF Scope 
If you fay, * But you know in your ow! Con, AR uncha! 


ſcience, Go might juſtly have paſt by you I dey '2 | He tha 


it, That Goo might jz/y, for my Unfaithfulnes MF /+4// l 


to his Grace, have given me up long ago, I grant; WW thoſe « 
But this Conceſſion ſuppoſes me to have had tha ing in 
Grace, which you ſay a Reprobate never had. in the 
But beſides, in mal ing this Suppoſition, of wha Bi fourth 
Gop might have july done, you ſuppoſe his Juſtice WW Part os 
might have been ſeparate from his other Attributes, che H. 
from his Mercy in particular. But this never was, latter 
nor ever will be; nor indeed is it poſſible it houll, RW the E. 
All his Attributes are inſeparably joined; they can: By #815 
not be divided, no, not for a Moment. "Therefore Believ 
this whole Argument ſtands, not only on an unſerip. And d 
tural, but on an abſurd, impoſſible Suppoſition. ſtill ur 
XXIV. Do you ſay, Nay, but it is juſt for Gov of Sin 
4 to paſs by whom he will, becauſe of his Sove. Wl he ag: 
* reignty : For he ſaith himſelf, May wot I de wha ruh 
« poi with my own? And, Hath not the Potter pu Wi ſuffer 
«« over bis on Clay! I anſwer, The former of theſe by thi 
Sentences ſtands in the Concluſion of that Parable, gelber 


(Matt. xx.) wherein our Lord reproves the Jews fot that ar 


murmuring at God's giving the ſame Reward to 9 
. | (zentiies 


| (19 ) Fn 
Nn G ontiles as to them. To one of theſe Murmorets 
Q 10 it is that Gov ſays, Friend, I ds thee no wrong. Take 
| that thine is, and go thy Way. T will give unto this laſt 
to n pen a5 unte thee, Then follows, I it nit lawful for 
is Pn | ne to do chat I will with mine own ? I thine Eye evil, 
r % am gad“ As if he had ſaid, © May I not 
" they WAY © give my own Kingdom to whom I pleaſe ? Art 
ich < thou angry becauſe I am mercifull?“ It is then 
ond, undeniably clear, that Gop does not here aſſert a 


Right of rebrobating any Man. Here is nothing 


to i, ſpoken of Reprobation, bad or good. Here is no 
UM Kind of Reference thereto. This Text therefore 
2d i nas nothing to do with the Concluſion it was brought 
en E to prove. | 


XXV. But you add, Hath not the Potter frever over 


- Jufh 54 5 F 
hi: on Clay? Let us conſider the Context of theſe 


night! Wl 


ord of RARE Words alſo. They are found in the Nanth Chapter 
dation WA of the Epiſiie to the Romans; an Epic, the general 
ure, Scope and Intent of which is, to publiſh the eternal, 
Con, unchangable meobeor;, Purpoſe or Decree: of God, 


LR 


I dery He that believeth, ſhall be faved ; be that beſieveth not, 
fulneß l be damned. The Juſtice of Gop in condemning. 
grant: choſe that believed not, and the Neceſſity of believ- 
d tht ing in order to Salvation, the Apoſtle proves at large 
in the three firſt Chapters, which he confirms in the 
" what e fourth by the Example of Aörabam. In the former 


Juflice Part of the fifth and in the ſixth Chapter, he deſcribes 
ibute, the Happineſs and Holineſs of true Believers, (The 
- vias, BS Hatter Part of the Fifth is a Digreſſion, concerning 
hould, A the Extent of the Benefits lowing from the Death of 
/ can- WA Crinisr.) In the Seventh he ſhews, in what Senfe 
-refore Believers in CaxrrsT are delivered from the Law: 
eri · And deſcribes the miſerable Bondage of thoſe who are 
5 till under the Law; that is, who are truly convinced 
r Gov of Sin, but not able to conquer it. In the Eighth 
Soye he again deſcribes the happy Liberty of thoſe, whe: 
what | WR truly believe in CuR Is r: And encourages them to 
power buffer for the Faith, as by other Conſiderations, ſo 
" theſe by this in particular, Ve hnow that all Things work to- 
rable, gelber fir good to them that lobe Gow (ver. 28.) to they 
ws fot toat are called (by the Preaching of his Word) accond. 
to the 2 oy | ing 
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| (20) | 
ing to his Purps/e, or Decree, unalterably fixt ſton Ml 
Eternity, He that believeth fhall be ſaved. For win oſoev. 
be did foreknow as believing, he alja did pred: ting nere, 
be conformed to the Image of bis Son. Moreover 11, le, 4 
did pred:ſtinate, them be alſo called, by his Word (4, K! 
that Term is uſually taken in St. Paa/”s Epiſtles) 4 
whom te called, them he 20 juſtified (the Word is hen t Obj 
e, 


taken in its wideſt Senſe, as including Sandtificy. =: cr 


tion alſo) And whom he juſtified, them he glerifii on 
Thence to the End of the Chapter, he ſtrongly in. /- 
courages all thoſe; who had the Love of Goo {lie on 
abroad in their Hearts, to have a good Hope, tha rms 0! 


no Sufferings ſhould ever he able to ſeparate ther fr Wil 
te Love of GOD which is in CuR ISH Jesus. And 


XXVI. But as the Apoſtle was aware, how dcepl; e Fe 


the Jews. were offended at the whole Tenor of u Ane 
Doctrine, and more eſpecially at his aſſerting, 1. That = hae 
the Jews themſelves could not be ſaved. without be. 2m 
keving in Jus, and 2. That the Heathens by be. ers to 
lieving in him might partake of the ſame Salvation; WAX VI. 


He ſpends the whole Ninth Chapter upon them: Js Tau. 
Wherein 1. He declares the tender Love he had for JR” 75/ 
them, ver. i—3. 2. Allows the great national {Wiconitr 
Privileges they enjoyed above any People under Hea- es 4 
ven, wer. 4, 5, 3. Anſwers their grand Objefio BP-': /*/ 
to his Doctrine, taken from the Juſtice of Gov, d “, 
their Fathers, ver. 6—13. 4. Removes another ation. 
Objection, taken from the Juſtice of Gop, inter M thi 
weaving all along ſtrong Reproofs to the Jews, for . 
priding themſelves on. thoſe Privileges, which were ce ? 
owing merely to the good-pleaſure of Gon, nd 77 107 
to their Fathers Goodneſs, any more than their levers, 
own, ver. 14.—23. 5. Reſumes and proves by WF” he x 
Scripture his former Aſſertion, That many jens honour 
would be loſt, and many Heathens ſaved, ver. 24—29. Wl derin 
And, laſtly ſums up the general Drift of this. Chap- en tow. 
ter, and indeed of the whole Epiſtle. bat fall w when 
fay theu ? What is the Concluſion from the whole ! WR" mar 
The Sum of all which has been ſpoken ? Why, that ““ #2 

many Gentiles already partake of the great Salv*- Wall 115, * 
tion, and many Jews: fall ſhort of it. W/eerefirt * WR” Th. 
Becauſe they would not receive it by Faith. And D, for 

whoſoevet 
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eser belitveth in CuxIsT, whether Jew or Gen- 


eeers to be Harden. 


5 ; IXXVITI. But why ther, ſay the Objectors, doth he 


(i947) 


ofoever believeth not, cannot be ſaved : Whereas, 


„ Hall not be aſhamed.—ver. 30—33. 


en. Thoſe Words, Hath not the Potter power 
„en Clay? are Part of St. Paul's Anſwer to 
WEE: Objection, That it was unjuſt for Gop to ſhew 
: Mercy to the Gentiles, which he with-held from 


own People. This he firſt ſimply denies, ſaying, 
Wo rb, And then obſerves, that, according to 
} own Words to Moſes, Gop has a Right to fix the 


rns on which he will ſhew Mercy, which neither 
Will nor the Power of Man can altar, ver. 15, 
And to withdraw his Mercy from them, who, 
—_c 7:4, will not comply with thoſe Terms, ver. 


And that accordingly, he bath Mercy en whom bg 
kaut Mercy, namely thoſe that truly believe; 
hm he will, namely obſtinate Unbelievers, he 


Faul! with thoſe that are hardened ? For who 


glied bis iii? ver. 19. To this inſolent 
tional 


iſconſtruction of what he had ſaid, the Apoſtle firſt 


vation, only on thoſe Terms? None indeed hath 


4 ed this Hl! of Gon, He that believeth nat, all be 


ved, But is this any Ground for arraigning his 


ice? Hath not the great Potter poever over bis own. 


7? 4% make, or appoint one ſort of Vgl, namely, 
evers, 7 honour, and the others unto Diſhonour ? 
he not a right to diſtribute eternal Honour and 
bonour, on whatever Terms he pleaſes? Eſpecially, 
icdering the Goodneſs and Patience he ſhews, 
Ye towards them that believe not: Conſidering 


esa ſerere Rebuke, and then adds, Shal/ the” 
: b ling for med ſay unto him that formed it, Why baſt thou 
F %, me thus ? Why haſt thou made me capable of 


* 


(22) 

Veſſels of Wrath, than for making known his glom i 
Love on the Veſſels of Mercy whem be had bf; vo ers! 
Faith prepared for Glory: Even us, tobom he Hag ">. 
nat of the Fews only, but alſo of the Gentil:s, roug! 

XXIX. I have ſpoke more largely than I deſign ent © 
in order to ſhew, that neither our Lord in the ay P14! 
mentioned Parable, nor St. Paul, in theſe Wok atiy 
had any View to Gop's ſovereign Power, a; viptvre 
Ground of unconditional Reprobation. And H pro: 
ware that you go no further therein, than you wii Parti 
authorized by them. Take care, whenever r a tl 
ſpeak of theſe high Things, to pe as the Oran —_ tice 


Gov. And if fo, you will never ſpcak of ence 
Sovereignty of God, but in Conjunction with vis fhal: 
other Attributes. For the Scripture no where ſp De 
of this ſingle Attribute, as ſeparate from the will C a 

? For 


* 


# Much leſs does it any where ſpeak of the Sovereign ©. 
of Gop, as ſingly diſpoling the eternal Stasi t.. 
Men. No, no: In this aweful Work of Goo poll help 
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j ceeds according to the known Rules of his u 
| and Mercy. % che 
h XXX. But never aſſign his Sovereignty as WINF" Mot! 

Cauſe why any Man is puniſhed with everlaiting hl Mind 


ſtruction, Now then, are you not quite out of eff, 8 


Way ? You are not in the Way which Gop hath»! 
vealed. You are putting eternal Happineſs wlll 
Miſery, on an unſcriptural, and a very dread © ©” 
Footing. Make the Cafe your own. Here are Pra 
a Sinner, convinced that you deſerve the Dat © hp 
of Hell. Sorrow therefore and Fear have fille yl fy 56 ; 
Heart. And how ſhall you be comforted ? By Wl 22. 
| Promiſes of Gop ? but perhaps you have no lull ©, = 
therein; for they belong only to the Elect WM . on 
the Conſideration of his Love and tender Mer" 1 0 8 
but what are theſe to you, if you are a Reprobu a: 1% 
Gov does not love you at all: Ia, like E. i, he U , 

hated even from Eternity. What Ground then dg 3 
you have for the leaſt Shadow of Hope? Why, 1 * FF, 
paſſibie, (that is all) that Gop's ſovereign Will u I b a WP 
be on your Side: Pofibly, Gov my ſave 50 'S —_ | 
cauſe he will! O poor Encouragement to 9 5 88 


ald not 
ael, adj: 
auſe thi 


* C227). 
glorn Wl 
ef Te \ 4 * 
%a 


XXI. The Sovereignty of God is then never to 
Wrought, to ſuperſede his Juſtice. And this is the 
«foul ent Ovjection againſt unconditional Reprobation 
> abou! plain Conſequence of unconditional Election ;) 
Was bacly contradicts, indeed utterly overthrows the 
ul WE: prorc-Account of the Juſtice of Gop. This has 
\n; Ka proved in general already: Let us now weigh a 
—_ Particulars. And 1. The Scripture deſcribes 


dhe Judge of the Earth. But how ſhall Gp 
).. MW uſtice judge the World (O conſider this, as in the 
. 1 ence of Gop, with Reverence and godly Fear !) 


w ſhall Gop in Juſtice, judge the World, if there 
any Decree of Reprobation ? On this Suppoſition, 
at ſhould thoſe on the Left-hand be condemned 


with we 
e ip 


nw Tor their having done Evil ? They could not 
ro r it. There never was a Time when they could 
mm - help'd it. Gop you ſay, of old oraained them 
;s Juli „ Cn mation. And who bath refifted bis Will ? 

%% them, you ſay, to work Wickedne/s, even from 
„ wh ir Mother's Womb. He gave them up to a repro- 
di Mind, or ever they hung upon their Mother's 


„. Shall he then condemn them for what they 


of ö 
"1d nor help ? Shall the Juſt, the Holy one of 


_ 4 auſe therr Blood moved in their Veins ? N ay this 
re) wicht have helped by putring an End to their 
nen Lites. But could they even thus have eſcaped 
11: oF Sin? Not without that Grace which you ſup- 
Gon had abſolutely determined never to give 
no ben. And yet you ſuppoſe him to ſend them into 
ot, nal Fire, for not eſcaping from Sin! that is, in 
ew BW» Terms, for not having that Grace, which Gop 


probut I d decreed they ſhould never have! O ſtrange 
" he bl , ſtice! What a PiQure do you draw of the Judge 


all the Earth? 
XXII. Are they not rather condemned, for not 


W- greet Judge, Depart, ye curſed. For I was an bunger- 


you, 8 
E and ve gave me no Meat: I was thirſfly and ye gave 
We Drink ; 4 Stranger, and ye tek me net in? I was 
| . naked 


ers! J fear Faith rarely cometh. by bearing this! 


act, adjudge Millions of Men to everlaſting Pain, 


Wins Good, according to thoſe ſolemn Words of 


ad ode 
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| | | ver were able to deliver their own Souls. 


fs; . nn 67 n 5 * * ag Fad þ 
r.. condone FEET FAYE 


ing down the Stars from Heaven? for not hola 
« the Winds in our Fiſt? Why it was as poſlible BL. tra. 
„ ns to do this, as to do any Work acceptable in wil | 
Sight ! O Lord correct us, but with Judgmen 
| e and before thou plungeſt us into everlaſting yl 
1 « Jet us know, how it was ever poſſible for us, i 


XXXIII. Or how could they have eſcaped (ip 
poſe you aſſign that, as the Cauſe of their Coudemn Wi 
. tion) from inward Sin? from evil Defires ? from u 
5 holy Tempers and vile Affections? were they eg 
5 able to deliver their own Souls; to reſcue themſeht 


4 from this inward Hell! If fo, their not doing! 
N might juſtly be laid to their Charge, and would lea 
V them without Excuſe. But it was not ſo: They ne. 


3} i 4 ver had Power to reſcue themſelves irom Wt 
Wh | Hands of theſe boſom Enemies. This Talent d 
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vill be 
ew me 
from 5c: 
* deny it, 


1} 0088 naked and ye cloathed me not; Sick and in Priſcn, it E PO 
11 viſited me not. Then ſball they anſtwer But how ] . 
. better an Anſwer do you put into their Mouths? V ma 
. on her Suppoſition, might they not ſay (O config 2 
1 it well, in Meekneſs and Fear 1) Lord, we 1 ks 
1 have done the outward Work: But thou k none, cert; 
1M would but have increaſed our Damnation. We a8. :11:<4 
r have fed the Hungry, given Drink to the Thi: 1:2 
11; 6 and covered the Naked with a Garment. Bui becau 
W Nh theſe Works, without thy /pecia/ Grace, which wen op dot 
l ver had, nor poſſibly could have (ſeeing thou chat! 
Wi FH eternaly decreed to withold it from us) would lt If fron 
14 LS it have been /p/endid Sins. They would only have om. bi 
1 ed the Furnace of Hell, ſeven Times hotter than vWF, execu 
WAH; fore. Upon your Suppoſition, might they notas it 
94 „ Righteous art thou, O Lord, yet let us plead ie £1 L 
8H 301 « thee. O why doſt thou condemn. us for not di e Eart 
0 11108 « Good? Was it poflible for us, to do an Tur yy 
1 ? M , „ ONS XXX] 
. « well? Did we ever abuſe the Power of dig lemned 
1 Good? We never received it, and that h cou mea 
1 | « knoweſt. Wilt thou the Holy One, the Juſt, ur Nat: 
1.8 | „ demn us for not doing, what we never had th. you 1 
| i | | « Power to do? Wilt thou condemn us for not die: 
i 
4 


XXX 
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2 e put into their Hands. How then can they be 
o. m dem ned, for hiding it inthe Earth ? for Non-im-- 
bs? UB ovement of what they never had? Who is able to 
conv. ſy a corrupt Heart? to bring a clean Thing out of 
e ny n? Is Man, mere Man ſufficient for this? 
wehe o certainly. Cop alone. To him only can the 
ve 111tcd of Heart ſay, Lord if thou wilt thou cant 
Thi „ clan. But what if he anſwer, Iwill not, 
du becauſe 1 will not: Be thou unclean ſtill.“ Will 
h wei do doom chat Man to the bottomleſs Pit, becauſe 
10 r chat Uncleanneſs, which he cov/d not fave him- 
11d air from, and which Gop could have ſaved him 
ve BE om, but would not? Verily were an earthly King 
than uo execute ſuch Juſtice as this upon his helpleſs Sub- 


not Aas, it might well be expected that the Vengeance 
adh the 1 ſweep him from the Face of 
0 dow | « he Earth. Eb 

MY $57040's Perhaps you will ſay, They are not con- 
f 7 emned for actual, but for original Sin. What do 
at th 


ou mean by this Term? The inward Corruption of 
all, n ur Nature? If ſo, it has been ſpoken of before. Or 
nad th 15 LM o you mean, the Sin which am committed in Pa- 
10t cite? That this is imputed to all Men, I allow ; yea 
hola WW |. by Reaſon hereof, the ubole Creation groaneth 
ible ſa by nd trave/l:th in Pain together until now. But that any 
einig in be damned for this alone, I allow not, till you 
pct ew me where it is Witten. Bring me plain Proof 
ll 8 Scripture, and I ſubmit, But till then I utterly 
u deny it. > ; 

XV. Should you not rather ſay, that Unbelief 
| (3B: the damning Sin ? and that thoſe who are con- 
lemi emed in that Day, will be therefore condemned, 
m b ee they believed not en the Name of the only-begotten 
e 5 Gop ? But could they believe? Was not this 
uct BN Faith, both the Gi/7 and the Wark of Gop in the 
ung! oal? And was it not a Gift which he had eternally 
| ler! BH cecreed, never to give them? Was it not a Work 
e BR which he was of old unchangably determined, never 
ey 5 W to work in their Souls? Shall theſe Men then be 
8 condemned, becauſe Go wauld yot work; Becauſe 


' hs they did nor receive what Go would not give; 
nent! | 2 8 Could 


6 ith a Dit a Sa —_— — —— 0 * r I * * - 4 re 4 
— —  — — * _ $1 4m 2 - th» - Dh 
\ ea — — : — p \ * — — — - K 
. — 8 + 2» F * » N "AX * * 3 28 ny — . 2 5 
* N 4 — mes ts > « he = _ 8 8 - » g * — * — 
* 4 ene —— 2523 i SA "I — —— * _ ſt MT | JE _— — Is 
. n wah — ata — * — 4 2 2 * 6 —— = — _e ** Fo : , © 
— 4 Pan A 6 b * . . 2 F 2 oe * „„ 9 bs — 5 - . 9 ” . 4 
* 1928 N — 4 Wm en « x 2 "43 ſn et » n 3 2 . Js. E r 2 — 
SA , r R N 5 d p 5 
vn * * , er” ples", 5 a — ** Ma tak 9 W 8 _ e FA 1 r 
6 q E © * * 1 1 © 4 . = S Is K 9 hs * bh 8 n q abs — 
* 4 3 5 A. <, OE = 7 &. = us o - = 
* V - l — . 8 6 3 oma : 4 —_— — — ——ͤ — yes —— 

— 80 * _ — — l q * . — Af, = ove tn — —˙ 2 EA — * = a” Hh 
— ar. 2 , 8 * — 8 2 3 N — ö * 3 = : 

3 — - " . 1 q 3 \ q 5 8 . yo = — 4 ” — 

3 3 <a 3 4 * 2 r 3 <a 63 8. * 
NAN yay 1 * * 0 þ . 4 p 
— 9 — a 0 wy 


4 p * 
ah NN —_— 
* SDS * 
* — 
A LS 
oo” as : 


neither Part nor Lot herein. Thou believe in Cam 


niſhment. If there be ſuch a State, Gop will there- 


is unchangably decreed ; in confequence whereo!, 


. when it is projected from a Cannon ? No more ca 


(26) YF 
Could they “ ungraſp the Hold of his Right-ha Al 
5 or force Omnipotence?“ _ 
XXXVI. There is, over and above, a pecili a 
Difficulty here. You ſay, Cunisr did not def, ball u 
theſe Men. But if ſo, there was an Impoſlibility, » Wl + ena 
the very Nature of the Thing, that they ſhould s {A 5 
ſavingly believe. For what is ſaving Faith, hu . 
* a Confidence in Gop thro' Cys 1sT that loved] 25 5 
« and gave himſelf for me? Loved 2hee, thou he. — a 
probate ! Gave himſelf for hee Away! Thou hy = 


thou accurſed Spirit! damned or ever thou v _ = 
born ! There never was any Object for thy Faith; 4. 
There never was any Thing for thee to believ, a 1 


Gov himſelf (thus muſt you ſpeak, to be conſiſten robate 


Man 


orce h. 


N 


3 

_ > 

* 5 KS 

RT 

RM 

$ £ 4 

FR 
ER 


with yourſelf) with all his Omnipotence, could ur ges 


make thes believe Car1sT attoned for thy Sins, u- ent to 


leſs he had made thee believe a Lie. _ 


XXXVII. If then Gop be juſt, there cannot, on plies R. 
your Scheme, be any Judgment to come. We my ef Gor 
add, nor any future State, either of Reward or Pu. luis Tr 
plain A 
8 /2/ur 


in render to every Man according to bis Works. Ji h. 
elo by patient Continuance in well-doing ſeek for Cir! Cop: 
and Honour and Immortality, eternal Life But to ne? c 
that de not obey the Truth, but obey Uirighteouſneſs, l. WWW; 5e 5. 
dignation and Wrath, Tribulation and Auguiſb upon wi WH / lira: 
Soul of Man that doeth Evil. ' =: 41 

But how is this reconcileable with your Scheme! d live 
You fay, the Reprobates connot but do Evil, and - Ez: 
that tlie Ele, from the Day of God's Power, can WW7 hive 
not bat continue in well doing. You ſuppoſe all thi Wb: Vie 
Veel? 
. 
org 
8 * 


A 


God acts irreſiſtibly on the one, and Satan on tie 
other. Then, it is impoſſible for either one or the 
other, to help acting as they do; or rather, to 
being adted upon, in the Manner wherein they ate. 


For if we ſpeak properly, neither the one nor te “ clea 
other can be ſaid to 44 at all. Can a Stone be ſaid Wn wer 


1 
5 
5 


up all 


to act, when it is thrown out of a Sling ? or 4 Ball, 


.  aMa 


1 


5 7 3 be ſaid to act if he be only moved by a 
han, . cannot reſiſt. But if the Caſe be thus, you 
are no Room either for Reward or Puniſhment. 
culue | hall the Stone be rewarded, for riſing from the Sling, 


ie n : puniſhed for falling down. Shall the Cannon Ball 
„e rewarded for flying towards the Sun, or puniſhed 
! ev: or receding from it? As incapable of either Puniſh- 
d, by ent or Reward is the Man, who is ſuppoſed to be 
c npelled by a Force he cannot reſiſt. Juſtice can 
„ Re BR ave no Place in rewarding or puniſhing mere Ma- 
ou bat BT: 11ines, driven to and fro by an external Force. So- 
am lat your Suppoſition of Gop's ordaining from Eter- 
an whatſoever ſhould be done to the End of the 
Faith; world; as well as that of Gop's acting irreſiftibly 
lier. . the Elect, and Satan's acting irreſiſtibſy in the Re- 
vittert probates ;. utterly overthrows the Scripture-Doctrine 
d not x 4 of Rewards and Puniſhments, as well as of a Judg- 
15, u. nent to come. ä 

XXXVIII. Thus ill does that Election which im- 
ot, 01 plies Reprobation, agree with the Scripture- Account 
e m] ef Gop's Juſtice, And does is agree any better with 
or P Wis Truth? How will you reconcile it with thoſe 
there plain Aſſertions (Ezet. xviii, 23, &c.) Have I any 
'o then WR rajure at all, that the Wicked ſhould die, faith the Lord 
F Gin Cop? Aud not that be ſhould return from his Ways and 
e e? Caſt away from you all your Tranſgreſſions where- 
, Ii , e have tranſgrefſedfor why will ye die, O Houſe 
ere / rat? For I have no Pleaſure in the Death of bim 
bat dietb, ſaith the Lord: Wherefore turn your/elves,. 


heme! Wor live 5e. | 

L, and Exe. xxxiii. 11, &c. 4s I live, /aith the Lord Gop,. 
„ Cit- WT have no Pleaſure in the Death of the Witkhed but that 
all thi e Wicked turn from his Way and live. Turn- ye, turn 
hereo', Wile from your evil Ways; for why will ye die, O Houſe of 
on tie ae??? 

or tie WW XXXIX. But perhaps you will ſay, * Theſe 
to hh orght to be limitted and explained by other Paſ- 
7 at. “ ſages of Scripture ; wherein this Doctrine is as 
107 the clearly affirmed, as it is denied in theſe ?”. I muſt 
be ſaid Nenswer, very plain; if this were true, we muſt give 
2 Ball WP all the Scriptures together ; Nor would the Tok. 
re Ma 5 | C 2 dels 
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for the Sins of the tobole World : And 3. He dia mii | 
for all, at leaſt, not with that Intent, Hat they ll 


* 


o 
” 


MI 
* 


o 


* 


* 


* 


has no Colour of Truth. It is abfolutely, notoricih 
falſe. To tear up the very Roots of Reprobainf 


"therewith, God declares in his Word theſe thy 
Things, and that explicitly, in ſo many Terms, 


#5 the Prepitiation Fir tbe Sins of the bs: Hf 


( Jobn ii. 2.) even of all thoſe for whom he di Wl 


ſelves, but unis him which died for them, (2 Cor. v. \;\M : 


but by ſupplying in Number, what is wanting ü 8? 


of themſelves, and thoſe that hear them. 


— 


Adels allow the Bible ſo honourable a Title, as N 
of a cunningly deviſed Fable. But it is not true. = my W 


8 = nd tar! 
De 000 xi. 1: 
and of all Doctrines that have a neceſſary Conne ad unc 
_ 
| = ofliblec 
Car1sT died fir all (2 Cor. v. 14.) namely, all wh wer, to 
were dead in Sin as the Words immediately fold x11. 
ing fix the Senſe: Here is the Fact affirmed. 2, 1D. 1: 
Wo vindic 


Here is the Conſequence of his Dying for all. 4 
3. He died for all, that they ſhould nut live unto n 


that, they might be ſaved from their Sins: Her vj 
the Deſign, the End of his Dying for them Nall 

ſhew me the Scriptures wherein Gop declares 1 

equally expreſs Terms, 1. CHRIS 47d not die for i, Wn 
but for ſome only. 2. CHRIST 7s not the Propititn 11 4: 
W717 
ſendin 
live unts him tube died for them. Shew me, I ſoy, M race tc 
Scriptures that affirm theſe three Things, in equi 
expreſs Terms: You know, there are none. Nori 
it poſſible to evade the Force of thoſe above recite, 


Weight; by heaping Abundance of Texts togete Wl 
whereby (tho' none of them ſpeak home to the Pe 
the Patrons of that Opinion, dazzle the Eyes of 
Unwary, and quite overlay the Underſtanding bal 
Poor of t! 

XL. To proceed. What an Account does ers, wh, 
Doctrine give, of the Sincerity of God in a thouſa elvee upe 
Declarations, ſuch as thoſe, O that there tert bad.] 
an Heart in them that they tueulu fear me, and 4/1)" othing re 
Commandments always] That it mizht be toll wits luis 5 peſtructio 
and with ther Chilaren for (ever, Deut. v. 29. h tations! 
People would nut hear my Voite, and Ifrael evould # 2 oo, wo 
me. So I gave them up unto thtir ou Heart's Lune ewe and 
let them fallow their own Imaginaticns. O that n 7 4 ns, up 


bs & 14 4 l * n \ k * 1 3 ; PE - 
8 ** r . . — —— — 


(29) 
ls Dave hrarkened unto me] For if Frael bad malded 
6. m Way, 1 fbeuld foon have put down their Enemies, 
riod RE. turned my Hand again their Adverſarics, Pal. 
ban WW: xi. 12, Kc. And all this Time, you ſuppoſe Gon 
ned ad unchangably ordained, that there never ſhould. 
tre „ , Heart in them ! that it never ſhould be 
ms, | WW offible for the People whom he thus /eemed to lament 
er, to Bearten unto bim, or to walk in bis Ways ! 
o X1.1. How clear and ſtrong is the Reaſoning of 
2. r. ts on this Head? © Jt is very hard indeed, 
Wir indicate the Sincerity of the bleſſed Gop or his 
died on, in their univerſal Offers of Grace and Salva- 

on to Men, and their ſending Miniſters with ſuch 
0 60 eſſages and Invitations to accept of Mercy, if there 
v. e not at leaſt a conditional Pardon and Salvation 
Jen rovided for them. | 

NB His Miniſters indeed, as they know not the Event 


res ; Sf Things, may be ſincere in offering Salvation to all 
for i erſons, according to their general Commiſſion, Go 
111100 t all the World, and preach the Goſpel to every 
ure. But how can Gop or CurisT be fincere 
a ſending them with this Commiſſion, to offer his: 
„ WR r2ce to all Men, if Gop has not provided ſuch 
Aut "RH xy for all Men, no, not ſo much as condition- 
recitel = Tis hard to ſuppoſe, that the great Gop, who is. 
ting OT ruth itſelf, and faithful in all his Dealings, ſhould: 
petit; Bai! upon dying Men, to truſt in a Saviour for eter- 
Fein Ba! Life, when this Saviour has not eternal Life in- 
of WS uſted with him, to give them if they do as he. re- 
g vol eres. Tis hard to conceive, how the great Gover- 


our of the World, can be fincere in inviting Sin- 


es thi ers, who are on the Brink of Hell, to caſt them- 
zuin BBW lves upon an empty Word of Invitation, a mere 


re jul 


WP bacow and Appearance of Support, if there be: 


bing real. to bear them up from thoſe Deeps of 


oth, We cfiruftion, nothing but mere Words and empty In- 
5 p atons! Can we think, that the righteous and holy 
p01 0 | 
11 0 
y Pa 
£0116 


5 ave and reſt the Weight of their immortal Con- 
, upon a Goſpel, a Covenant of Grace, a Me- 


C3 diator,, 
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oo, would incourage his Miniſters, to call them to- 
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in this Work ? You ſu 


(490). 


diator, and his Merit and Righteouſneſs ! All v 
are a mere Nothing with Regard to them, a HA 


of empty Names, an unſupporting Void which. WG ti 


not uphold them! 


XL. Our bleſſed ono does indifputabl |; 


mand and invite a// Men every where to repent, I A 
calleth all. He ſends his Ambaſſadors, in his Nay 
. To preach the Geſpel to every Creature. He hin 


4 


preached Deliverance to the Captives, without any Hu 
of Reſtriftion or Limitation. But now, in z 
Manner do you repreſent him, while he is employ 
e him to be ſtanding oi 
the Priſon doors, having the Keys thereof in 
Hands, and to be continually inviting the Prin 
to come forth, commanding them to accept of tu 
Invitation, urging every Motive which can poſi; 
induce them to comply with that Command; addy 
the moſt precious Promiſes, if they obey, the ni 
dreadful Threatenings, if they obey not: And alli 
Time you ſuppoſe him to be unalterably determine i 
in himſelf, never to open the Doors for them ! EA 
while he is crying, come ye, come ye, from tbat nil 
Place ; for why goill ye die, O Herſe of Iſrael! N 
(might one of them reply) becauſe we cannot ly 
it: We cannot help ourſelves ? and thou wilt mM 
help us. It is not in our Power to break the Gan 
of Braſs ? and it is not thy Pleaſure to open then Wl 
Why ei we die! We nut die: Becaule it iy nt 


thy Vill to ſave us. Alas! my Brethren ! wid 
Kind of Sincerity is this, which you aſcribe to Cn 
our Saviour? 

XLIII. So ill do Election and Reprobation agrt 


with the Truth and Sincerity of Gop. But do they 


not agree leaſt of all, with the Scriptural Accou 
of his Love and Goodneſs ! that Attribute wid 
Gop peculiarly claims, wherein he glories alot 


all the reſt. It is not written, Gos is Juſlice, a 


God is Truth” (altho' he is juſt and true in alf 
Ways.) But it is written, Gop #s Lone, Love in ih 
Abſtract, without Bounds : And there is ro End of bi 


Genet. His Love extends even to thoſe wo 
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ger love nor fear him. He is good, even to the- 

il ard the Unthankful: Yea, without any I xeep- 

Von or Limitation, to all the Children of Men. For 

the Lord is loving (or good) to every Man, and his Mercy 

ir over all his Works.” 8 

But how is Gop good or loving to a Reprobate, or 

one that 15 not lege ? (You may chuſe either Term; 

for if none but the unconditionally Elect are ſaved, 

it comes preciſely to the ſame Thing.) You cannot 
ſay, he is an Object of the Love or Goodneſs of Gon, 
with Regard to his eternal State, whom he created. 

(ſays Mr. Calvin plainly and fairly) in vite contume- 

liam et mortis exitium, to live a Repraach, and dit ener- 
 lafingly. Surely no one can dream, that the Good- 

neſs of Gop is at all concerned with this Man's eter- 

nal State. However God is good to him in this 
World.” What! when by Reaſon of Gop's unchang- 
able Decree, it had been good for this Man, never 
cd have been born? when bis very Birth was a Curſe, 
not a Bleſſing? © Well, but he now enjoys many of 

me Gifts of Gop, both Gifts of Nature and of Pro- 
vidence. He has Food and Rayment, and Comforts. 

of various Kinds: And are not all theſe great Bleſſ- 

ings ?”” No, not to him. At the Price he is to pay 

for them, every one of theſe alſo 15 a Curſe. Every 

one of theſe Comforts, is by an eternal Decree, to 

coſt him a thouſand Pangs in Hell. For every Mo- 
ment's Pleaſure which he now enjoys, he.is to ſuffer- 

the Torment, of more than. a thouſand Years: For 

the ſmoke of that Pit which is preparing for him, 
aſcendeth up for ever and ever. e this 

would be the Fruit of whatever he ſhould enjoy, be- 

fore the Vapour of Life fled away. He deſigned it 
ſhould. It was his very Purpoſe, in giving him thoſe 

Enjoyments. So that by all theſe (according to your 

Account) ke is in Truth and Reality, only farting the 

Ox for the Slaughter. Nay, but Gon gives him 

Grace too.” Ves; but what Kind of Grace? Sav- 

ing Grace, you own, he has none: None of a ſaving 

Nature. And the common Grace he has, was not given 

with any Deſign to ſave his Soul : Nor with any 

| | Deſign 
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(32) 


- Defign to do him any g 


ing him good, that this Grace alſo neceſſarily i; 
creaſes his Damnation. And Goo knows this, yo 


for which he gave it! Then T defire to know, hoy j 


to Time or Eternity ? | 

XLIV. Let us ſuppoſe a particular Inſtance. Hey 
ſtands a Man, who is reprobated from all Eternity, 
er, if you would expreſs it more ſmoothly, one why 
is not elected, whom Gov eternally decreed to pak 
by. Thou haſt nothing therefore to expect from 


— . A 


Fire burning with Brimſtone; Gop having conſigy, 
ed thy unborn Soul to Hell, by a Decree which ca 
not paſs. And from the Time thou waſt born under 
the irrevocable Curſe of Gon, thou canſt have 10 
Peace. For there is no Peace to the Wicked, and 
Fuch thou art doomed to continue, even from thy Mo. 
ther's Womb. Accordingly Gop giveth thee of thi; 
World's Goods, on purpoſe to inhance thy Damms. 
tion. He giveth thee now. Suhſtance or Friends, in 
order hereatter to heap ths more Coals of. Fire upon 
thy Head. He filleth thee with Food, he maketh 
thee fat and well-liking, to make thee a more ſpe- 
cious Sacrifice to his Vengeance. Good-nature, Ge- 
nerofity, a good Underſtanding, various Know- 
ledge, it may be, or Eloquence, are the Flowers 


** 


* 5 


fore thou art brought to the Slaughter. Thou hal 


That is not for thee, but for the Ele& only. Thine 
may properly be termed damning Grace; fince it i 
not only ſuch in the Event but in the Intention. 
Thou receivedſt it of Gop for that very End, that 
thou mighteſt receive the greater. Damnation. It 
was given not to convert thee, but only to convince; 


— 


3 — 


not to deſtroy, but to arm the Worm that never - 
| | | ell, 


— ies bt CES — ——— —— 
by 
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good at all ; but only to | Y 
frain him from hurting the Elect. So. far from 4, Wl 


ſay; and deſigned it ſhould : It was one great EA | 3 
Gop good Or loving to this Man either with repai * | 


mould 


and ſo 


wherewith he adorneth thee, thou poor Victim, be- 


Grace too! but what Grace? Not ſaving Grace. 


not to make thee without Sin, but without Excuſe; 


err, u 
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Take then your Choice. 


cannot digeſt this, you muſt neceſſarily give up un- 
conditional Eledion. | ; | 


mould be call a Pelagian, an Arminian, and what 
not?” and are you afraid of hard Names ? Then 


No, that is not the Caſe. 


Election, utterly deny the Conſequence, and do not 
| allow, that even natural Free-will in Man, is repug- 


| that every Man living has a Meaſure of natural Free- 
ura] Liberty, that is neither forced, nor, by an abſo- 


- fallen State, even before he receives the Grace of 
| Gon. | BY 


LAY) We. 


ert, that there is a Meaſure of Free-will fupernaturally 


('83') 
eth, and to blow up the Fire that never ſhalf be 


quenched. 5 | 
XLV. Now I beſeech you to confider calmly, 


low is Gop good or loving to this Man? Is not this 
W {ch Love as makes your Blood run cold? as cauſes 
he Ears of him that heareth to tingle? and can 
Vos believe, there is that Man on Earth or in Hell, 


who can truly tell Gop, Thus haft thou done? 


Casa you think, that the loving, the merciful Gop 
erer dealt thus with any Soul which he had made? 
But you muſt, and do believe this, if you believe 
WS unconditional Election. 


For it holds Reprobation in 
its Boſom : They never were, never can be divided. 
If for the Sake of Eledti- 


on you will ſwallow Reprobation, well. Bat if you 


XLVI. .** But you cannot do this: For then you 


you have not begun to be a Diſciple of JssUs CRTtsT. 
But vou are afraid, if 
you do not hold Election, you muſt hold Free-will, 
and ſo rob Go of his Glory in Man's Salvation.” 
I anſwer, 1. Many of the greateſt Maintainers of 


nant to Gop's Glory, Theſe accordingly affert, 


will. So the 4/e#mbly of Divines (and therein the 
Body of Calviniſts both in England and Scotland) 
* Gop hath endued the Will of Man with that Ha- 


lute Neceſſity of Nature, determined to do Good or 
Evil.” (Chap. ix.) And this they aſſert of Man in 


But I do not carry Free- will ſo far; (I mean not 
in moral Things) natural Free- will, in the preſent 
State of Mankind, I do not underſtand, I only aſ- 


„Jer d 
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- your Objection it matters not. 


(54) 


«reſtored to every Man, together with that /#pernatyy ö | | 


Light, which enlightens every Man that cometh int g 
World. But indeed, whether this be natural or no, ay 
For that equally lj, 
againſt both, againſt any Free-will of any Kind 
Your Aſſertion being thus, If Man hes any Fre, 
will, Gop cannot have the whole Glory of his 84 


one, th 


do w. 
at Go: 
orking 
e alloy 
ſanctif 


this? have you not often felt, in a particular Temp- 
tation, Power either to reſiſt or yield to the Grace af 


vation.“ Or, It is not ſo much for the Glory ie who! 
Goo, to ſave Man as a Free- agent, put inte a (; nn can 
pacity of concurring with his Grace on the o 1 C 
Hand, and of reſiſting it on the other; as to (4; our 5: 
him in the Way of a neceſſary Agent, by a Powe his I d: 
which he cannot poſſibly reſiſt. on eie: N. 
XLVII. With regard to the former of theſe . rripture 
ſertions, If Man has any Free-will, then Gem Go 
cannot have the whole Glory of his Salvation, h Hat (atte 
your Meaning this: If Man has any Power we are 17 
to- out bis own Salvation, then Gop cannot have e ALIX 
whole Glory ?” If it be, I muſt aſk again, what v Wl this: 
vou mean, by Gop's having the whole Glory?" 1 fave M 
Do you mean, his doing the whole Work, with. eber cor 
out any Concurrence on Man's Part?“ If fo, you ee him 
Aſſertion is, If Man do at all ort together wit ewe w. 
Gop, in working out bis own Salvation, then Gov Wi O that 
does not do: the whole Work, without Man's i. e would 
ing together with him.” Moſt true, molt ſure : Bit ould no 
cannot you ſee, how Gop nevertheleſs may have u veake 
the Glory? Why the very Power to 20774 tage, Bi dt only 
with him, was from Gov. Therefore to him is all ]WiWole whe 
the Glory. Has not even Experience taught you Wi 3 I 
en tha! 


when 


God? and when you have yielded to work together Bari 
with him, did you not find. it very poſſibſe notwith- WR L. If 
ſtanding, to give him all the Glory? So chat boli e. Face, 
Experience and Scripture: are againſt you here, ut fave N 

make it clear to every impartial Inquirer, that th" ent, b. 
Man have Freedom to, work or not work together wil Be reſilt ? 
God, yet may Gov have the whole Glory of lus een « 
Salvation. | : can by 
XLVIIL If then you ay, * We aſcribe to Go A ip 
8 | | alone, ; lbutes, 


ad (35) 
"1, None, the whole Glory of our Salvation,” I anſwer, 
, 2111 do we tog. If you add, Nay, but we affirm, 
ly ts, bat G op alone does the whole Work, without Man's 
ind. Working at all ;“ in one Senſe, we allow this alſo. 
Fre, e allow, it is the Work of Gop alone, to juſtify, 
$ 31. fanctify, and to glorify, which three comprehend 
o ye whole of Salvation. Vet we cannot allow, that 
x (lan can only reſiſt, and not in any wife Werk loge- 
e % Goo : Or, that Gop is ſo the whole Worker 


» our Salvation, as to exclude Man's working at all. 
Powe his I dare not ſay; for I cannot prove it by Scrip- 

. re: Nay, it is flatly contrary thereto : For the 
{> M ripture is expreſs, that (having received Power 
Gros Won God) we are to art aut our own Salvation : And 
n,” i bat (after the Work of Gop is begun in our Souls) 
ver oe are Workers together with bim. | 


ve the WS XLIX. Your Objection propoſed in another Form, 
hat h this: It is not ſo much for the Glory of Gop, 

om fave Man as a Free-agent, put into a Capacity of | 
- with ider concurring with, or reſiſting his Grace: As to 


, you e him in the Way of a neceſſary Agent, by a 

er with ewer which he cannot poſſibly refiſt,” 

; Goo 0 that the Lord would anſwer for himſelf! that 
11]. e would ariſe and maintain his own Cauſe ! that he 


: n ould no longer ſuffer his Servants, few as they are, 
ave 1 weaken one another's Hands, and to be wearied 
ge et only with the Contradifion of Sinners, but even of 


is all Poe who are in a Meaſure ſaved from Sin ! We is 
ht you . that I am conflrained to deoell with Mc:fheck ! among. 
Temp. e that are Enemies to Peace ! ] labour for Peace: 
race of ben Iiſpeal theres, they fill nate tbemſelves ready 
ge thet 5 B att/e, : | ' 
otwith. L. If it muſt be then, let us look one another in 
at both e Face, How is it more for the Glory of God, 
e, al WP fave Man irreſiſtibly, than to ſave him as a Free- 
at ch“ ent, by ſuch Grace as he may either concur with 


cr with ret? IJ fear you have a confuſed, unſcriptural 
of lu tion of „ the Glory of God.” What do you 
en by that Expreſſion ? The Glory of Goo, 
0 Goo ich ipeaking, is his glorious Eſſence and his At- 
alon's, Wi utes, which have been ever of old. And this 
7 . : Glory 
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ſiſted. Not ſo; (but by the Aſſiſtance of Goo) 1} 


| in every Man (tho' not by Nature, as the Aflemb 


Reprobation on the other. And let us ſee, whetht 


(36) 


Glory admits of no Increaſe, being the ſame Vea, th 4 
day, to Day, and for ever. But the Scripture fg ich 
quently ſpeaks of the Glory of Gov, in a Sk enb 
ſomething different from this; meaning thereby, ty Wi 

Manifeſtation of his eſſential Glory, of his eterul WK: ch a 
Power and Godhead, and of his glorious Attribute, Dif 
more eſpecially his Juſtice, Mercy, and Truth. Au MW nice 
it is in this Senſe alone, that the Glory of Gon Son- 
ſaid to be advanced by Man. Now then this is tl MW.11. 

Point which it lies on you to prove, That it dos Meaſure 
more eminenly manifeſt the glorious Attributes d WW; ar 
God, more eſpecially his Juſtice, Mercy, and Trui, WW a 
to ſave Man irreſiſtibly, than to ſave him by {ud es the 


Grace as it is in his Power, either to concur wit, Hole Oe 


or to reſiſt. . | al 
LI. But you muſt not imagine, I will be ſon n the: 
wiſe, as to engage you here on this fingle Point. | not a: 
ſhall now diſpute (which yet might be done) whetht e Crea 
Salvation by irreſiſtible Grace (which indeed mas n what 
Man a mere Machine, and conſequently no moe be it 
rewardable than puniſhable) whether, I ſay, vu MWpeniati 
vation by irriſtible Grace, conſidered apart fro Wl 
its Conſequences, manifeſt the Glory of Gov mor 


or leſs, than Salvation by Grace which may be n 1 


ſhall take your whole Scheme together; irreſifibl BP: 
Grace for the Elect, implying the Denial of {aug W 
Grace to all others: or unconditional Election, wi 
its inſeparable Companion, unconditional Repro 
yon. 

The Caſe is clarely this. You may drive me, u 
the one Hand, unleſs I will contradict myſelf, ori 
tract my Principles, to own, a-Meaſure of Free . ui 


of Divines.) And on the other Hand, I can div 
you, and every Aſſerter of unconditional Elecbos 
unleſs you will contradift yourſelf, or retract qui 
Principles, to own unconditional Reprobation. 
Stand forth then, Free-will, on the one Side, vi e 


the one Scheme attended with. the Abſurdity Wh | * Thi 
: tu i | 


Vester. 


re fe. 


y, the WY 
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( 37-9 
k it) of Free. will; or the other Scheme, attend- 
with the Abuſurdity of Reprobation, be the more 


bl. Let us ſee (if it pleaſe the Father of 
Fhts, to open the Eyes of our Underſtanding} 


ich of theſe is more for the Glory of God, for 
Diſplay of his glorious Attributes, for the 


EL ifcitation of his Wiſdom, Juſtice, and Mercy te 
= Sons of Men. | | : 
n. Fir, his Wiſdom. If Man be in ſome 


aſure free, if by that Light which /ighteth every 


in that comes inte the Warld, there be ſet before bin 
+ and Death, Good and Evil; then how gloriouſſy 
es the manifold Wiſdom of Gop appear in the 


jole Oeconomy of Man's Salvation? Being willing 


t all Men ſhould be ſaved, yet not willing to force 


m thereto ; willing that Men ſhould be ſaved, 
not as Trees or Stones, but as Men, as reaſon- 
e Creatures, endued with Underſtanding to diſ- 
n what is good, and Liberty, either to accept os 
uſe it How does he ſuit the whole Scheme of his 
ſpenſations to this his ægobeeig, his Plan, the Crunſe/ 
bis Mill! His firſt Step is, to enlighten the Un- 
anding, by that general Knowledge of Good and 
i. To this he adds many ſecret Reproofs, if 
act contrary to this Light: Many inward Con- 
ons, which there is not a Man on Earth wha 
| not often felt. At other Times he gently moves 


=: Wills, be draws and woes them (as it were) to 
Ws in the Light. He inſtills into their Hearts good 
Wires, tho' perhaps. they know not from whence 


come. Thus far he proceeds with all the Child- 
of Men, yea, even with thoſe who have not the 
dwledge of his written Word. But in this, what 


Feld of Wiſdom is diſplayed, ſuppoſe Man be in 
te Degree a Free- agent? How is every Part of it 
Wed to this End? To ſave Man, as Man; to ſet 
Fand Death before him, and then perſuade (not 
We him) to chuſe Life! According to this grand - 
oe of Gop, a perfect Rule is firſt ſet before him, 


erre as a Lantern to his Feet, and a Light is ell his 
This is offered to him in form of a Law, 
D inforced 
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(38) 
inforced with the ſtrongeſt Sanctions, the mol 


ore be 


rious Rewards for them that obey, the ſevereſ 4 
nalties on them that break it. To reclaim ; lan 5: 
Goo uſes all Manner of Ways ; he. tries every ert c 
venue of their Souls. He applies ſometimes to thy W race ? 
Underſtanding, ſhewing them theFolly of their Sn, Pos of 
Sometimes to their Affectic as, tenderly expoſtul „ed, 7 
with them for their Ingratitude, and even — Ie 
ing-to aſk, What could J have dene fir you (conſit Ws 2 Of 
with my eternal Purpoſe, not to force you) d _ cr * 
have. not dens? He intermixes ſometimes Thru n the 
Except ye repent, ye fall all likewiſe periſh : Sometins hat he 
Promiſes, Your Sins and your Iniguities will I renner cou 
na more. Now what Wiſdom. is ſeen. in all thi, citing | 


Man may indeed chuſe Life or Death? But if ey Jes, 
Man be unalterably configned to Heaven or Hel 1 * 
one 


before he comes from his Mother's Womb, where; Wl 


the Wiſdom of this; of dealing with him in em is juſt in 
Reſpect; as if he were. free, as ng is no ſuch Thi Is ſire, 
What avails, what can this whole Diſpenſation «AW: e hath 
Gon, avail a Reprobate ? What are Promiſes u © 
Threats, Expoſtulations or Reproofs to thee, tia Wl * 4 

glo 


Firebrand of Hell? What indeed (O0 my Bret WW." 
ſuffer me to ſpeak for I am full of |S emp W fore Me 


Force, but mere Grimace, ſounding Words, ti 75 Man 85 
mean juſt nothing ? O where (to wave all other C buy that 
ſiderations now) is the Wiſdom of this Proceedig cannot 
Ta wies Rod does all this Apparatus ſerve i H A 
ſay, to inſure his Damnation: Alas, what needed 3 Scope, 
that? ſeeing this was inſured before the Foundaim 1 all its D 
of he World, Let all Mankind chen judge, vd 40, 
dea 25660 drs che Glory ur. 
Wiſdom! | = ſuppoſir 

LIII. We come next to his Juſtice, Now if l e 


be capable of chuſing Good or Evil, then he 154 Z nine Re 


proper Object of the Juſtice of Gon, acquitting u for hi 
condemning, rewardang or puniſhing. But other ai 1 "= 
he is not. A mere Machine is not capable of bei ho 5 
either acquitted or condemned. Juſtice cannot pu 5 val 
a Stone for falling to the Ground; nor (on j# 7 bes 
* 


mor 


Scheme) a Man for falling into Sin, For he can i 
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| bore help it than the Stone. 'if he be (in your Senſe) 


—_ ; f e-ercoined to this Condemnation, Why does this 
ei an Sin? „ He cannot ceaſe from Sin.” Why 


=. he ceaſe from Sin?“ Becanſe he has no ſaving 
race?“ Why has he no ſaving Grace? “ Becaule 
Nobo of his own good Pleaſure, hath eternally de- 

ed, not to give it him.” Is he then under an 

deſce = 0idable Neceſſity of Sinning ? „Ves: As much 
u Stone is of falling. He never had any more 
| 50 over to ceaſe from Evil, than a Stone has, to hang 
che Air. And ſhall this Man, for not doing 
bat he never could do, and for doing what he ne- 
er could avoid, be ſentenced to depart into ever- 

. Waſting Fire, prepared for the Devil and his Angels? 

© Yes, becauſe it is the ſovereign Will of Goo''— 

Men yon have either found a new Gop, or ade 
ore!“ This is not the God of the Chriſtians. Our God 

WS: juſt in all his Ways: He reapeth not where he hath 
ot ſtrewed. He requireth only according to what 
ee hath given: And where he hath, given little, little 

i required. - The Glory of his Juſtice is this, to re- 
word every Man according to his Works. Hereby is 
that glorious Attribute ſhewn, evidently ſet forth be- 
bre Men and Angels, in that it is accepted of every 
Man according to that he hath, and not according 

W to that he hath not. This is that juſt Decree which 

cannot paſs, either in Time or in Eternity. | 
Thus one Scheme gives the Juſtice of God its full 
cope, leaves room for it to be largely diſplayed in 
all its Branches: Whereas the other makes it a mere 
Shadow, yea, brings it abſolutely to nothing. 

LIV. Juſt as gloriouſly does it diſplay his Love 
ſuppoling it to be fixt on one in ten of his Creatures; 
(might I not rather ſay, on one in an hundred ?) and 

| to have no Regard to the reſt. Let the Ninety and 
une Reprobates periſh without Mercy. It is enough 
bor him, to love and ſave the one Elect. But why 
will he have Mercy on theſe alone, and leave all 

| thoſe to inevitable Peſtruction? © He will—becauſe 
be will!“ O that Gop would give unto you who thus 
| ſpeak, Meekneſs of Wiſdom ! then would I aſk, 
What 
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What would the univerſal Voice of Mankind u 
nounce of the Man that ſhould act thus? that ben 


able to deliver Millions of Men from Death, wig} 
fingle Breath of. his Mouth, ſhould refuſe to ſayen 
more than one in an hundred, and ſay, „I wil 10; 
becauſe I wilt not.” How then do you exalt jy 
Mercy of Gop, when you aſcribe ſuch a Proceedi 
to him? what a ſtrange Comment is this on his og 
Word, that bis Mercy is «vcr all his Works / 
Do you think to evade this by fay ing, His Mg, 
is more diſplayed, in irreſiſtibly ſaving the Ele, thy 


Men, and actual Salvation to thoſe that accepted it“ 
How ſo? make this appear, if you can. Why 
Proof do you bring of this Aſſertion? I appeal y 
every impartial Mind, whether the Reverſe be ny 
obviouſly true? whether the Mercy of Gov wolf 
not be far leſs gloriouſly diſplayed, in ſaving a fy 
by his irreſiſtible Power, and leaving all the nt 
without Help, without Hope, to periſh everlailinghy; 
than in offering Salvation to every Creature, actual) 
ſaving all that conſent thereto, and doing for the rel, 
all that infinite Wiſdom, Almighty Power, and 
boundleſs Love can do, without forc/rg them to be 
ſaved, which would be to deſtroy the very Natur 
that he had given them, I appeal, I fay, to eren 
impartial Mind, and to your own, if not quite blind: 
ed with Prejudice, which of theſe Accounts place 
the Mercy of God, in the moſt advantageous Light! 

LV. Perhaps you will ſay, < But there are other 
Attributes of Goo, namely, his Sovereignty, Ui. 
changableneſs, and Faithfulneſs. I hope you G 
not deny theſe.” I anſwer, no; by no Means. The 
Sovereignty of Gor appears, 1. In fixing from Eter- 
nity that Decree touching the Sons of Men, He bs! 
believeth ſhall be ſaved : He that believeth noc ſhall l. 
damned: 2. In all the general Circumſtances of Cre. 
ation; in the Time, the Place, the Manner of cre- 
ating all Things: In appointing the Number and 
Kinds of Creatures, viſible and inviſible : 4. In al: 


loting the natural Endowments of Men, theſe to * 
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Na Ws... thoſe to another: 4. I diſpoſing the Time, 
wid ace, and other outward Circumſtances (as Parents, 
* eelations) attending the Birth of every one: 5. In 
l k WWipenfing the various Gifts of his Spirit, for the 
tt ME dification of his Church: 6. In ordering all tem- 
cel oral Things (as Health, Fortune, Friends) every 
is 0 A hing ſhort of Eternity. But in diſpoſing the eter- 

al States of Men, (allowing only what was obſerved 
Ma. nder the firſt Article) it is clear, that not Sovereignty 
„none, but Juſtice, Mercy, and. Truth told the Reins, 
rue Governour of Heaven and Earth, the I au, 
an“ eer all, God, bleſſed for ever, takes no Step here 
Wis at as theſe direct, and prepare the Way before his 
cal » ace. This is his eternal and irrefiſtible Will, as lie 
x n Path revealed unto us by his Spirit: Declaring in 


himſelf, 4 1 live ſaith the Lord GOD, I have no 


ee or Sovereign Will. No! it is impoſſible. We: 
allenge all Mankind, to bring one clear, ſcriptu- 
Proof to the contrary. You can bring no Scrip- 
re Proof that Gop ever did, or Aſſertion that he 
er will, act as mere Sovereign in eternally condemn- 
# w Soul that ever was, or will be born into the 
= orld. | 

IVI. Now, you are probably thinking of Hias 
ed Pharach, To you then ſet it down as an un- 
eſtionable Truth, that theſe were eternally con- 
mned, by the mere ſovereign Will of Gop ? Are 
a fare, that they were -ternally condemned? Even 
=! Point 1s not altogether certain. It is no where 
ned in Holy Writ : And it would coft you ſome 
ns to prove it. It is true, Pharaob's Death was a 
uniſhment from Gop : But it does not follow, that: 


uſe of his own Stubbornneſs and Impenitence. _ 

Jof this Mes has given us a particular 3 
Fordingly we read, When Pharaoh ſaw that thife thus 
54 | D 3 *, reſpite” 


Ws Gn 


e ſtrongeſt Terms, adding his Oath to his Word, 
ad becauſe he could ſwear by no greater, ſwearing 


| ; Peajure in the Death of him that dieth.. The Death of 
im that dieth can never be refolved into my Plea- 


was puniſhed everlaſtingly. And if he was, it 
25 not by the mere ſovereign Will of GOD, but be- 
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reſpite (after he was delivered from the Plague of gung 
F rogs) be hardened his Heart, and hearkened not wy Wincd 
them (E x99. viii. 13.) So after the Plague of Flies; brate 
Pharaoh hardened his Heart at this Time 40h, eil Sh oro; 
would be let the People go. (ver. 32.) Again, in Wihould 
Pharaoh ſaw, that the Rain and the Hail were c LI 
he finned yet more, and hardened Vis Heart, be and lis, oi 


Servants, { Exod. ix. 34.) After Gop had given hin . 
all this Space to repent, and had expoſtulated wit unge- 
him for his obſtinate Impenitence in thoſe ſolem e / 
Words, Hozw long wilt thou refuje to humble ibyſelf h. M Leniabl 
fore me ? (Chap. x. z.) What Wonder is it, i to che! 
Gop then hardened his Heart, that is, permitted Sam ſcendan 
to harden it? if he at length wholly withdrew h £09mte 
ſoftening Grace, and gave him up to a reprobate Miri! e E 44. 
LVII. The Caſe of Eſau is widely different fun 0n.; (1 
this: Altho' his Conduct alſo is blameable in may ſterity. 
Points. The firſt was, the ſelling his Birth-right » MW the Pol 
| Jacob (Gen. xxv. 31, &c.) The next, his mary. Wi The 
ing againſt his Father's Conſent (Chap. xxvi. V thus. 
34, 35.) but 'tis highly probable he was ſenſible ; Muna. 
His Fault; becauſe /aac appears to have been ful} f 774: 
' reconciled to him, when he ſaid, My Sen mate n chat Ge 
Savoury Meat, that my Soul may Bleſs thee Lefire Id. emoyed 
EN. xxvii. ver. 4. ; | We tic en 
In the following Verſes we have an Account d the Pro 
the Manner wherein he was ſupplanted by his bv <> any 
ther Jacob. Upon J/aac's Relation of this, J Will of 
cried with a great and exceeding bitter Cry ; (ver. 14) LIX. 
and ſaid unte his Father, Bless me, even me ale, 0 viſe, b 
Father ! but he found no Place, ſays the Apoſtle, / . 3 
Repentance, for recovering the Bleſſing, 2% be, s this 
# carefully with Tears, Ty Brother, ſaid Jac, ll g 
taken away thy Bleſſing ; I have blifſed him, ges, 9 il = ton i 
he fpall be bleſſed So that all Ejay's Sorrow and Hi whe 
Tears could not recover his Birthright, and che B was 
ing annext thereto. 9 = Th 80 
And yet there is great Reaſon to hope, that 4 i 0 b 
Las well as Jabel) is now in Abraham's Boſom. fe 10 * 
altho' for a Time he bated Jacob, and afterward cu erre t 


aint him with four bunared Men, very probably 4. 


figu 


(43) 

no to take Revenge for the Injuries he had*ſuf- 
Wo beg, yet we a Sag they met Ejau ran and 
trace bim, and fell on his Neck and kifjed bim. 80 
oroughly had Gop changed his Heart. And why 
ould we doubt but that happy Change continued? 
= V1. vou can ground no ſolid Objection to- 


rue 0 
n. 
F lies : 
neither 


Win 


Cel! h p 
and 1 is, on St. Paul's Words, in the Epiſtle to the Ro- 
en hin : I toast ſaid unto her, the Elder ſpall ſerue the 
| wit urger: As it is turitten, Jacob have I loved, but E/at 
ſolem e I bated, Chap. ix. ver. 12, 13. For it is un- 
V eniably plain, that both theſe Scriptures relate, not 
it co the Perſons of Jacob and Ej/av, but to their De- 
Sa ſcendants ; the Hraelites ſprung from Iacob, and the 
% WE £0ernires ſprung from Eſau. In this Senſe only did 
Mini? WE 14 E14er ¶ Eſau) ſerve the Younget : Not in his Per- 
ben fon; (for E/au never ſerved Faced) but in his Po- 

man fterity- The Poſterity of the Elder Brother ſerved. 

ght u the Foſterity of the Younger. . 
nary. The other Text referred to by the Apoſtle, runs 
i- yer, BS thus. I /oved Jacob, and I bated Eſau, and laid bis 
ble 0ountains, and his Heritage waſte for the Dragons of 
\ fully e Milderneſi, Mal. i. 2. Whoſe Heritage was ijt 
ie m WEE that God laid waſte ? not that which E/az perſonally 


enjoyed. But that of his Poſterity, the Edomites, for 
their enormous Sins, largely deſcribed by ſeveral of 

ant a 

Bro. 


30 


ef any Man finally condemned, by the mere ſowereigu 
Will of Goo. 


W wiſe. [ him is no Variableneſs, neither Shadow of Turn- 


0 :; 

- „. But you ſeem to lie under a Miſtake, concern- 
e ing this alſo, for want of obſerving the Scripture- 
Account of it, The Scripture 'Teaches, 1. That 
e G09 is unchangable, with regard to his Decrees. 
, and But what Decrees ? the ſame that he has commanded 


to be preached to every Creature. He that betieveth 


Blell | 
Hall be ſaved ; he that belieweth not, ſhall be damned.” 


Fia The Scripture teaches, 2. That Gop is unchangable 
Far with regard to his Love and Hatred. But how? ob- 
a ſerve this well; for it is your grand Miſtake, 2 
1 = We 


un 


ö 


the Prophets. So neither here is there any Inſtance 


LIX. The Unchangablene/s of Gop we allow like- 
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"AF 
the Root of almoſt all the reſt- Gov unchangz 
loveth Righteouſneſs, and hateth Iniquity, U 
changably he loveth Faith, and unchangably hy, 
eth Unbelief. In Conſequence hereof he unchang. 
ably loves the Righteous, and hateth the Worker, 
Iniquity. He unchangably loves them that beliey, 
and hates wilfull, obſtmate Unbelievers. S0 that 
the Scripture-Account of Gon's Unchangablene, 
with regard to his Decrees, is this: He has unchany. 
ably decreed ſo ſave holy Behevers, and to condemn 
obſtinate, impenirent Unbelievers. And, according 
to Scripture, his unchangableneſs of 4:10, pro. 
pry and primarily regards Tempers and not Per. 
dns: And Perſons (as Enoch, Noah, Abraban ) only 
as thoſe 'T'empers are found in them. Let then the 
Unchangableneſs of Gos be put on the right Foot, 
let the Seripture be allowed to fix the Objects of it, 


and it will as foon prove Tranſabſtantiation, as un. 


conditional Election. 
LX. The Fritbfulneſt of Gon may be termed 2 
Branch of his Truth. He 27/ perform what he bat 


promiſed. But then let us inquire of the Oracle of iſ 


Gov, to whom are the Promiſes made ? the Pro. 
miſes of Life and Immortality? The Anſwer is, 77 


Abraham and his Seed, that is, to thoſe who all in 


the Steps of the Faith of their Father Abraham, To 
thoſe who believe, as Believers, are the Goſpel-Pro- 
miſes made. To theſe hath the faithful Goo engap- 
ed, that he will do what he hath ſpoken. He a! 


fulfill bis Covenant and Promiſe which he hath made tue 


Threuſand Generations: The Sum of which is, {as we 
find it exprefly declared, by the Spirit of God, e 
Lord will give Grace, (more Grace): and Glory, and 1 


good Thing will he with-hold from them that live a gidy 


Life. _ 


LXI. This Covenant of Gop I underſtand : But 
I have heard of another which I underftand not. 1 
have heard, that Gov: the Father made a Covenant 


with his Son, before the World began, wherein the 
Son agreed to ſuffer. ſuch and ſuch Things, and the 


LY 


Father 


0 ” Father te 
; : pence : 4 
2 2 be { 
be dann 
bat Pa 
e ny 
eerealed 
and Sole 
; ; not don 
bible 
ious M. 
believe, 
WT cxt of 
BER -/atic 
XII 
BEL: W. 
Holy V 
be gra 
ed there 
eſtabliſn 
Oectb 7 
. 5 e Chil 
| - 4 \ention 
to the 
WY the I 
Wn hi: 8 
ructior 
= LXII 
rt be! 
WEitional 
We, th 
anner 
Wi? - 
ccalia 
P.. 
W The 
ad hin 
ade 7 


ive! 


(45) 
Father to give him ſuch and ſuch Souls for a Recom- 
Vence: That in Conſequence of this, thoſe Souls 
% be ſaved, and thoſe only, ſo that all others muſt 
=. nnd.” I beſeech you where is this written? in 
bat Part of Scripture, is this Covenant to be found ? 
Ec may well expect a Thing of this Moment to be 
erealed very expreſly, with the utmoſt Clearneſs 
and Solemnity ! but where is this done? and if it is 
bot done, if there is no ſuch Account in all the 
idle Which ſhall we wonder atimoſt, that any ſe- 
ious Man ſhould advance, or that Thouſands ſhould 
believe, ſo ſtrange an Aſſertion, without one plain 
ext of Scripture to ſupport it, from Genes to the 
escelation? | | 
AI. I ſuppoſe you do not imagine, that the 
bre Word Covenant, if it occurred ever ſo often in 
Holy Writ, is a Proof of any ſuch Covenant as this. 
e grand Covenant which we allow to be mention- 
ed therein, is a Covenant between Gop and Man, 
eſtabliſned in the Hand of a Mediator, who fed 
aal for every Man, and thereby purchaſed it for all 
e Children of Men. The Tenor of it (fo often 
entioned already) is this: Whvſoever believeth 
Nato the End, ſo as to ſhew his Faith by his Works, 
BY the Lord will reward that Soul eternally. But 
BY hoſoever will not believe, and conſequently dieth 
Wn hi; Sins, I will puniſh him with everlaſting De- 
uction.“ a a 
XIII, To examine throughly whether this Cove- 
ent between Gop and Man be unconditional or con- 
W-'honal, it may be needful to go back as far as Adra- 
, the Father of the Faithfull: To inquire what 
anner of Covenant it was, which Gop made with 
n! and whether any Reaſon be aſſigned, of Gop's 
Wcculturly bleſſing Abrabam, and all the Nations of 
Wc Earth in him! 8 
I The firſt mention of the Covenant between Goo 
bim, occurs Gen. xv. 18. The ſame Day the Lord 
„ Covenant with Abram, ſaying, Unto thy Seed will 
ir this Land.. But this is much more explicitly 
. 
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related 
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for Rightegujneſs. (This was a little before 605 


tem that believe, though they be not circumcijes, li 


(646 
related in the Seventeenth Chapter, ver. 1, &:, 7 
Lord appeared unto Abram, and jaid unto him, I an th 
Almighty GOD : walk before me, and be thou firfih 
Lind I cuill made my Covenant between me and thie, au 
will multiply thee exceedingly. And asbram fell on hi 
Face; and GOD talked with him, jayins, ds fir n, 
behold my Covenant is evith thet, and thou ſpalt be a li. 
ther of many Nations. Neither ſball thy Name any um 
be called Abram, but thy Name ſball be Abraham : firq 
Father of many Nations have I made thee. And 1 ul 
eſtabliſh my Covenant beteveen me and thee, and thy Sul 
after thee, for an everlaſting Covenant, to be a G0) 
unto thee, and to thy Seed after thee—foery Man-till 
among you ſball be circumciſed—it ſpall be a Token of tt 
Covenant betroixt me and you be. uncircumciſed Man 
child ſpall be cut off ; he hath broken my Covenant. 8 
we ſee, this original Covenant, tho' ever laing wa 
conditional, and Man's failing in the Condition, 
cleared Goo. | | 

LXIV. We have St. Paul, Account of this Co. 
venant of Gop with Abraham, in the Fourth Chap 
ter of his Epiſtle, to the Romans (ver. 3. Oc. it 
Bam, ſaith he, believed GOD, and it was wunted 10 bi 
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eſtabliſhed his Covenant with him, and is relate 
Gen. xv. 6.) Ard he received the Sigh of Circunc m, 
a Seal if the Righteouſneſs of the Faith which ve bis 
being, uncircumciſed, that he might be the Father of al 


Righteouſneſs might be imputed unto them allo: 41d 10 
Father of Circumciſia (i. e. of them that are cul 
Ciſed) to them who are not of the Circumciſian only, i 
alſo walk in the Steps of that Faith of our Father din, 
ham, which he bad being yet uncircumciſed. Now it 
theſe Words do not expreſs a conditional Covenan, 
certainly none can. 


LXV. The Nature and Ground of this Coven Wl In the 
of Gop with Abraham is farther explained, ef the ( 
xviii. 19, &c. Ard the Lord ſaid, fpai! 1 bid f nandns 
Abraham that Thing which I de? ſeeing all ile "I 8 tc:med, 
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; ; et be will command" his Children, and bis Hool 


; f be Juſlice and Judęment, that the Lord may bring upon 
alan that which he hath /poken of bim. 


| ; Nothing !:f6. The Reaſon is explicitly aſhgned : 
== Nations ſpall be bliſſed in bim: Fox he will cm- 
Bid his Children, and they ſhall keep the Way of the 
5 Lord. | 


6 more] fully ſet down in the Twenty-ſecond Chapter 
ver. 16, Kc.) N . 


+ e baſt done this Thing, and haft not witheld thy Son; 
bine only Son: That in Bleſſing 1 will bleſs thet=—and in 
In Seed ſpall all the Nations of the Barth be bleſſed ; 
(chat is, the Meſſiah ſhall ſpring from thee) BECauss 
bon haſt obeyed my Voice. 


c.) 4nd the Lord appeared unto Iſaac, and\/aid—S9jourg 
BE in this Land, and I will be with thee, ond bleſs thee : 
BE Fir unto thee, and unto thy Seed I wil! perform the. Oath 
which ] foare unto Abraham thy Father. In thy Seed 


Z Alrabam obeyed my Voice, aud kept my Charge, my Com- 


BE 1nondments, my Statutes, and my Laws, | 


| Seed, is mentioned again, £ x09, xix: (ver. 3, &c.) 
Aid the Lord called unto Moſes, ſaying, Thus ſpalt thou 


5 
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a) 
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1 
5 
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Vu 0 Eagles Wings, and brought you unts myſelf. Ne 
8 trrefore, Ir ye worll- obey. my Voice indeed, and keep my . 
Covenant, then ye hall be a peculiar Treaſure unto me, 
42008 all People. | 


of the Covenant they were to keep, in Ten Com- 
nmandments. And theſe themſelves are ſometimes 
| | kermed, Toe Covenant; ſometimes, The Bos of (be 


Ir baue ſeen what ] did to the Egyptians, and how I bear 


(4% ) | 
the Earth ſhall be bleſſed in him] For I know bim, 


zer him: and they" foull keep the Way of the Lord, to. 


Does Gov ſay here, I evil do it, becauſe 7 will 


The Reaſon is yet more (clearly, it cannot, but 


By myſelf baue I ſcworn, ſaith the Lord, as * 


This is yet again declared, Chap. xxvi. ver. 2, 


all al, Nations of the Earth be bleſſed: BRe aus that 
LXVI. This Covenant made to 4brabam and his 


Jay to the Houſe of Jacob, and tell the Children of Iſrael, 


In the following Chapter Gop declares the Terms 


Covenant, 


( 48 ) 9 d Bl 
Cerenant, So Chap. xxiv. (ver. 4, &c.) after O Naias, 
had made an End of ſpeaking to the People, it is 1; hat I! 
And Mojes wrote all the Words of the Lord, and u] Which « 
up early in the Morning—and be took the Bock of ty . By 
Covenant, and read in the Audience of the People: u plain, 
they ſaid, All that the Lord hath ſaid will we d. 4 Arg 
Maſe took the Blood (of the Burnt-offering) and /prixily termin“ 
it on the People, and ſaid, Behold the Blood of the C. on the 
genant which the Lird hath made with you concerning all chat h 
theſe e Words. : f - | periſh 
After the People had broken this Covenant by wo. Ml Follies 
ſkipping the Golden Calf, Gop renews it, Chay, Wi Backſli 
xxxiv. where we read (ver. 27, 28.) And the Ini many 
ſaid unto Mejes, write thou theje Words, for after th irrecov 
Tenor of the ſe Words I have mad? a Covenant with thn convin 
ard with Jrael and be torote upon the Tables, the Warl from ( 
of the Covenant, ihe Ten Commandments. WE ence, 
LXVII. According to the Tenor of this Core. poſſibi 
nant, made to Abrabam and his Seed, Goo after RF And 
ward declares ( Levit, xxvi. ver. 3. &c.) I ye wal not. 
in my Statutes, and keep my Commandments, and do then, We thoſe 
then Iwill e/iabliſh my Covenant with you, and I will: more 
your GOD and ye ſball be my People—But if ye will Wi ſaying 
net bearken unto me, fo that ye will not do all my Cm. «will 
mandments, but that ye break my Covenant, 1 will jet nn their £ 
Face againſt you, and I will avenge the Duarre! if n) one P. 
Covenant—yet if they ſball confeſs their Iniguity, andif WR «© ont 
their uncircumciſed Hearts be bhumbled—then will I ti. WW There 
member my Covenant with Facob, and alſo my Coverant tion. 
with Laac, and alſo my Covenant with Abraham will!! WW chere! 
remember, Conſequently the Covenant with A.- fome 
ham, Iſaac, and Jacob, was conditional, as well a3 WWF [IX 
that with their Poſterity. W other 
LXVIII. “ But is not the Faithfulneſs of Gov en- Judgr 
« gaged to keep all that now believe from falling a- 
way?“ I cannot ſay that. Whatever Aſſurance . by E. 
Gop may give to particular Souls, I find no general Arnet 
Promiſe in holy Writ, « That none who once de- uit, 
“lives ſhall finally fall.” Vet, to ſay the Truth, Stu th 
this is ſo pleaſing an Opinion, ſo agreeable to 1 
5 an 
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_ ſo ſuitable to whatever of Nature re- 
1 22 who have taſted the Grace of Gon, 
bat I ſee nothing but the mighty Power of Gop, 


1d 14 Which can reſtrain any who hears it from cloſing with 
7 But ſtill it wants one Thing to recommend it, 
: 44 plain, cogent Scripture- Proof. ; 

4 Arguments from Experience alone will never de- 
rid termine this Point. They can only prove thus much, 
be Ci. on the one hand, that our Lord is exceeding patient, 
ing al WE that he is peculiarly unwilling any Believer ſhould 


W periſh ; that he bears long, very long with all their 
. Follies, waiting to be gracious, and to heal their 


wor. 

Cha WT Backſliding ; and that he does actually bring back 
lu] many loft Sheep, who, to Man's Apprehenſion, were 
er th irrecoverable: but all this does not amount to a 
b the WWE convincing Proof, that no Behever can or does fall 


W from Grace. So that this Argument, from Experi- 
WT ence, will weigh little with thoſe who believe the 


-ove- poſſibility of Falling. 8 
after. . And it will weigh full as little with thoſe who do 
walk not. For if you produce ever ſo many Examples of 
then, WE thoſe who were once ſtrong in Faith, and are now 
it more abandoned than ever, they will evade it by 
,“ Wh ſaying, “ O, but they will be brought back; they 
Cn. © will not die in their Sins. And if they do die in 
et ny WE their Sins, we come no nearer; we have not gained 
ore Point ſtill. For it is eaſy to ſay, © They were 
nd, © only Hypocrites ; they never had true Faith.“ 
Ji. W Therefore Scripture alone can determine this Queſ- 
a tion. And Scripture does fo fully determine it, that 
ill I W there needs only to ſet down a very few Texts, with 
ere. W ſome ſhort Reflectious upon them. | EE 
1a WF LXIX. That one who is a true Believer, or, in 
other Words, one who is holy or righteous in the 
en. WE Judgment of Gop himſelf, may nevertheleſs finally 
5” WW fall from Grace, appears 1. From the Word of Gop 
ance by Exetiel, (chap. xviii. v. 24.) When the Righteous 
eral turneth away from his Righteouſneſs, and committeth Ini- 
wn quity, in bis Treſpaſs that be hath treſpaſſed, and in bi; 
12 din that be hath finned, in them ſpall „„ 
2 E Do 


2 — 
ED Ins. 


- > road 


N 0 eee nr —_— Ga 
2 Mn $ — 


—— — 


— — 
= . a 
7 25 8 


7 1 


- = 
1 — 2 2 * * * 311 FN * 
* — n 


m 


—— ͤ—s— — . 


0 
922 


— 


—— Rar > 
— en 
N 2 
* 


— — — —— E 7 
— — — 
e * 
2 * n 
# by 


n 
— —— — —-— 
— 


— ere 


— 
8 3 


4a A 3 * —— — — 
* _ —_— — 
* # 4 9 Cn 
„ als 4-4 TI ah. - Y Vo 
1 5 


2 


* — 


— ers. 5 * 
2 — 
4 KY 
* — 
”, 
— 
Ta 
4 


| Final Perſeverance, afſeried and vindicated. 


FLOP 

Do you object , This Chapter relates wh 
« and ſolely to the Fewifs Church and Nation!“ 
I anſwer,. Prove this: till then I ſhall believe the 
many\Parts of it concern all Mankind. 

If you ſay, 2. The Righteouſneſs ſpoken of n 

* this Chapter, was merely an outward Righteoy, 
«« neſs, without any inward Principle of Grace g 
«« Holineſs: ”' I aſk, How is this conſiſtent with the 
3iſt Verſe, Caf away from you all your Tranſpreſin; 
robereby ye have tranſgrefſed, and make you a now Hurt 
and a netu Spirit ? Is this a © merely outward Righte. 
, onſneſs, without any inward Principle of Grace 
« Holineſs? ' 5 

Will you add, But admitting the Perſon her 
ſpoken of, to be a truly righteous Man, what is here 
d is only a Suppoſition. That I flatly deny. Read 
over the Chapter again, and you will ſee the Fad 
there laid down, to be not barely pose, but ex. 
preſly A erted. | | 

That the Death here mentioned 1s eternal Death, 
appears from the 26th Verſe. 

Hhen a righteous Man turneth away from bis Right 
euſne/s, and committeth Iniquity, and diet» in them (here 
is temporal Death) for his Iniguity that he hath dont bt 
ſpall! die. Here is Death eternal. . 

If you aſſert, Both theſe Expreſſions ſignify the 
ſame Thing, and not two different Deaths: You 
put a palpable Force upon the Text, in order to make 
the Holy Ghoſt ſpeak Nonſenſe. 1 

« Dying in bis Iniquity (you ſay) is the ſame Thing 
as dying for bis Iniquity. Then the Text means thus 


« When he dieth in them, he ſhall die in them.” A4 


very deep Diſcovery ! 

But you ſay, It cannot be underſtood of eter- 
nal Death; becauſe they might be delivered from 
it by Repentance and Reformation.” And wiy 


7 
* 
— 


* See a Pamphlet, intitled, The Doctrine of 14: Sal, 
might 


— 


aht 
oned : 
eath? 
But 
Ds do 
len.“ 
WS L bel: 
WWontrary 
; N : Ml 
; F pat An. 
o th 
WE: poral 
: Fou, 
% 
E ; anger, 5 
%% He 
3 
lt rem 
agment 
race. 
ich, w! 
t E leſs fir 
= to 7; 
_ RH 
9 pa. 
bſerve 


* duces a 


p ly could 
Wt: nec 
* us 

1 ou obje 
Vence d 
ey has 
18 18 r 
60 Wh 
e ſews, 


br, 


* 


it they not by ſuch Repentance as is men- 
85 of in < ziſt Verſe, be delivered from eternal 
WDcath ! 0 | — 

N But « the whole Chapter, you think has nothing 


fn Wi do with the ſpiritual and eternal Affairs of 
ou: es.“ : 

e I believe every impartial Man will think quite the 
i the Wo ntracy, if he reads calmly either the Beginning of 
in; . / $5475 are mine, faith the Lord GOD ; the Soul 
let, 'W finneth, it ſhall die; (where I can by no means 


ow that by the Death of the Soul is meant only a 
We:nporal Affliction:“) or the Concluſion, Repent, and 
yurſelbes from ail your 7. ranſgreſon,; Jo Iniquity 


hete 7 be your Rain. Caſt away from you all your 
her anſproffrons, whereby ye have tranſgreſſed,. and make jou 
* % Heart, and a new Spirit, for why will ye die, O 


„% [rac ? | 
lt remains then, one who is Righteous in- the 
gent of Gov himſelf, may finally fall from 


Death, race. 

LAX, Secondly, That one who is indued with the 
iw, which produces a good Conſcience, may never 
(her WM les finally fall, appears from the Words of St. 
Zone t to Tas (1 Tim. i. 18, 19.) War a good Mar- 
„ eluing Faith and 4 good Conſtience, which Jome 
yy 1% bat away, concerning Faith have made Ship- 
' You . . 
» make Wi 


WO verve 1, Theſe Men had once the Faith that 
. Þ Pauces 4 g Conſcience, which they once had, or: 
Thing could not have put it away. 


s thus, 1 Dbſcrve 2. They made Shipeoreck of the | Faith, 
LL Ich neceflarily 1 ie | 
| We: neceftarily implies the total and final Lofs- 
f etet- 1 ou object, “ Nay, the putting away a good Con- 
i from ience does not ſuppoſe they had it, but rather that 
d wif py had it not.” | es 
Elis is really ſurprizing. But how do you prove 
— ee TT 
L Why, by Alt, xiii. 46. where St. Paul ſays to 
- Saint's, e js, 2 ca, neceſſary that the Word of GAD 
2 W's rt have been fprhen to yon. But ſeeing ge put 
je | E. 
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11 * it from yeni, we turn tot Gentiles.” Here yy 3 Li 
1 ſee the Jews, who never had the Goſpel, are (ad WAG 4 
f a PUT 1t away. ; . Fla, 
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1 « are here ſaid 10 put away?” Not ſo. What thy off 
Fl put away, it is undeniable they had till they put the 
. 1 away namely, The Ward of GO D /prien by Paul ut 
wii Barnabas. This Inftance therefore makes full agzinf ow" 
f ij , yon. It proves juſt the Reverſe of what you cit < , 
10 it for. iy, ts c 
| 1 But you object further, « Men may have gu RO 
_ Conſcience in ſome Senſe, without true Faith.” i, - 
W I grant it, in a reſtrained, limited Senſc ; but in nv 
334 1 = 5 , 1 
a good Conſcience, ſimply and abſolutely, ipcaking. Ju 1 
ſuch is that of which the Apoſtle here ſpeaks, FE 
which he exhorts 7:mo:hy to hold faft. Uniels you ap T, 
pretend, that the Hing it faſt like wiſe “ rather ſup 5 Fo 
- poles he never had it. A 
„But the Faith here mentioned means only ti EM / 
« Doctrine of Faith. I Want better Prof d Belien 
this, | | ate. 
It remains then, one who has the Faith whici mn Fo. 
duces a good Conſcience, may yet finally fall. „the 
LXXI. Thirdly, Thoſe who are grafted ine ved?! 
good Olive- tree, the ſpiritual, invifible Church, Wl ſome 
nevertheleſs finally fall. You 
For thus ſaith the Apoſtle, Same / the Bronchu dl ©. the 
« grohen aff, and then art grafted in among them, and al thoſe « 
them partabiſt of the Root and fatneſs of the Olic 2 J neſs, ſh 
not higb-mindeu, but frar: if GOD jpared not the natyh off! 1 
Branches, take heed icft he jpare not thee, eh But. 


Gooducts and Severity ＋ GOD ! on them which fell, 

verity, but toward thee, Goodneſs, if thou continu , 

Gooatneſs : otherwiſe thou ſhalt be cut off. Rom. 

* 17, &c. 1 ; 
We may obſerve here, 1. The Perſons {poket 

were actually engrafted into the Olive-tree: 

z. This Olive-tree is not barely the outward, 

ſihle Church, but the inviſible, conſiſting of hol ; 

lievers. So the Text. / the fir/} Fruit bt * 


CA: ob 95 
Lump is holy ; and if the Root be holy, fo are the Branches. 
em And, becauſe of Unbelief they were broken off, and thoy 
ad ig flandft ty Faith, | | | 
3. Theſe Loly Believers were ſtill liable to be cut 
t the oe from the inviſible Church, into which they were 
{ the then grafted. 1 | 
put v 4. Here is not the leaſt Intimation of their being 
4! an ever grafted in again. 1 
agunl To this you object, 1.“ This Olive- tree is not the 
u dt « inviſible Church, but only the outward Goſpet- 


« Church-State.'” You affirm this; and I prove the 
contrary : namely, that it is the inviſible-Church : for 
it “ conſiſts of holy Believers, - which none but the 
inviſible Church does. 3 

You object, 2. The Jews who were broker off, 
« ere never true Believers in CHRIS r. 

I am not ſpeaking of the Jeros, but of thoſe Gentilis 
who are mentioned in the 22d Verſe: whom St. P 
exhorts to continue in his Goodneſs : otherwiſe, ſaith he, 
thou ſcalt be cus off. Now, I preſume, theſe were true 
Believers in CHRIST. Yet they were ſtill liable to be 


cut off. 


You aſſert, 3.“ This is only a cutting off, from 


e 4 pid 


but net 
bg. nt 
88, an 
YOu ap 
her fi 


only 
Proof 6 


E ; 
2 
. Is 
T CT 1 . == 
i ” 
** 


— 


| dhe outward Church-State.“ But how is this pro- 
e ü ved ? fo forced and unnatural a Conſtruction, requires 
reh, e ſome Argument to ſupport it. : 

You ſay; 4. © There is a ſtrong Intimation, that 
anche l e they ſhall be grafted: in again.“ No. Not that 
and u thoſe Gentiles, . who did not contirue in his Good- 
, %%, ſhould be grafted in; after they were- once cut 
fe of ! I- cannot find the leaſt Intimation of this, 
Pohol ut / 1/2] ſball be ſaved.” I believe they will; 
c> je, but this does not imply the re-ingrafting of theſs. 
tine Gentiles. | 

Rom. l It remains then, that thoſe who are grafted into 
the ſpiritual, inviſible Church, may nevertheleſs 

{poker WG finally fall. "EO 
23 LXXII. Fourthly, Thoſe who are Branches of. 
utwul) Curr, the true Vine, may yet finally fall from 
of hh Grace. % 


24 


be bah! 
' in 


For thus ſaith our bleſſed Lord himſelf, 7 an 1, 
true Vine, and my Father is the Huſbandman. Ever 
Branch in me that beareth not Fruit, be taketh away, | 
am the Vine, ye are the Branches, F a Man abide un 


„ 


in me, be is caſt forth as a Branch, and is withered, an 
Men gathereth them, and caft them into the Fire, and thy 
are burned, Fohn xv. 1, &c. | 


. | Here we may obſerve, 1. The Perſon ſpoken of 


were in Chris, Branches of the true Vine: 


2. Some of theſe Branches abide not in Cur is7, bit 


. the Father taketh them atvay : 
3. The Branches which abide not, are caſt forth, ea 
out from CAR Is r and his Church: 
4. They are not only caſt for: h, but goithered, con. 
ſequently, never grafted in again. 
5. They are not only cat forth, and withered, but 
' alſo caſt into the Fire: And | 
6. 75. are burned. It is not poſſible for Word 


more {trongly to declare, that thoſe who are Branches 


of the true Vine may finally fall. 
But this, you ſay, furniſhes an Argument for, not 
againſt, the Perſevering of the Saints. 
Ves, juſt ſuch an Argument for final Perſere- 


rance, as the above-cited Words of St. Paul w 


Timothy. 


But how do you make it out? why thus. Ther 
* are two ſorts of Branches in CuR 13 the Vine: 
* the one fruitful, the other unfruitful. The one we 
- « eternally choſen, and theſe abide in him, and can 
% never whither away. Nay, this is the very Point 
to be proved. So that you now, immediately and 

direaly, beg the Queſtion. | 
„ The other ſort of Branches are ſuch as are# 
5 [RIS only by Profeſſion: who get into Churches, 

4 and ſo are rectoned in Cuuisr, and, theſe in Tins 

« wither away. Theſe never had any Life, Grace 


% Fruitfulneſs from him 


Surely you do not offer this by way of Argument! 
you are again taking for granted the very Point to l 


proved. 
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7 But y ou will prove, that thoſe are Branches in 


50 easisr, who never had any Life or Grate from him, 
ay. 1 bccauſe the Churches of Judea and Theſalmica 
7 tre ſaid to be ir CyrisT, tho' every individual. 
: „Member was not favingly in him.” I deny the 
1d thy nſcquence, which can never be made good, unleſs. 

can prove, that thoſe very Fews or The//alonians 
en of o never had any Life or Grace from him, are ne- 
heleſs. ſaid by our Lord, to be Branches in him, 
7, bit lt remains, that true Believers, who are Branches 
de true Vine, may nevertheleſs finally fall. 
> cat XXIII. Fifthly, Thoſe who fo effectually know: 
ir, as by that Knowledge to have eſcaped the 
con. ollutions of the World, may yet fall back into 
Pose Pollutions, and periſh everlaſtingly. | 
/ but For thus faith the Apoſtle Peter, ¶ after they have 
Las the Pollutions of the World, thro" the Knowledge 
Words WY + Lord and Saviour JEsUs CRAISsT, (the only: 


inches {Mſofiible Way of eſcaping them) they are intangled 
Wo vin therein and overcome, the latter End is worſe with: 
en then the Beginning, 2 Pet. ii. 20, 21. _ 5 
But you ſay 1. * Their Knowledge was not an 

experimental Knowledge.” And how do you 
Prove this? “ Becauſe had it been ſuch, they could 
not have loſt it.” You are begging the Queſtion 


or, not 


rſeve- 
21 1 | 
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Then | ain. f 

Vine: You ſay, 2. Eſcaping the Pollution of the Warld, 

ne are EE fignifies no more than an outward Reformation,” 

d can low prove you that? you aim at no Proof at all. 

Point Mut he that will grant it, may. * 

y and You ſay, 3. Theſe Perſons never had any 
Change wrought. upon them. They were no 

are is other than Dogs and Swine, not only before and 

rcbe, þ after, but even while they outwardly abſtained 

Tine from groſs Enormities * | 


[ grant, that before and after that Time, during 
which they e/caped the Pollutioms of tbe World, (or, as 
St. Peter Words it in his former Epiſtle, be Corrup- 
vin that is in the World) they might well be termed 
either Dogs or Swine, from their groſs Enormities. 

| But 


FC 


* N 
r 


(36) 


Bur-that tien deſerved ſuch an Appellatin , . 
that Time, I cannot grant without ſome Prof lM ly thu 


It remains, that thoſe who by the inwarg ky 
ledge of C157, have eſcaped the Poll MAR "I 
the World, may yet fall back into thoſe-Pollwin WM» re 
and periſh everlaſtingly. | i by | 

LXXIV. Sixthly, Thofe who ſee the Light of vi ng 


- Glory of Gov in the Face of Jzsvs Cary, wil ; 3 
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1 who have been made Partakers of the Holy Gy WA... Q 
Th of the Witneſs and the Fruits, of the Spirit, wi we 
Wil nevertheleſs ſo fall from Goo,.as to perith eva ſons 
"al ingly. 3 reo 
f: For thus faith the Writer to the: Hebreus, in The 
. paſſibſe for ibeſe who were once inligbiencd, an lll ich 8 
j taſted of the heavenly Gift, and were mad: P?+. Mii 3 Fe 
„ takers of the Hel G59 7 they fall away, 11 ray . e 
then again to Repentance ; ſeeing they cruciſyj u thn Wi Iation= 


— 9 Son of Gor afreſh,. and put bim ts mma . end, ! 
Muſt not every unprejudiced Perſon ſee, the E 95 
cons here uſed are ſo ſtrong and clear, that H | , 

cannot without groſs and palpable Wreſting, deu guned 

derſtood of any but true Believers? s 
„ ' Bat the. Apoſtle. makes only a Suppoſition, “ 

« they ſhall fall amav. 

The Apoſtle makes no Suppoſition at all. The 
is no zf in the Original. The Words are Aman 
rug at? porio Neis xc TREATED . That 5, 
plain Exgliſb, It is impeſſiblè to renew again unit l. 
pentance, theſe wha were once inlightened, and hin 
fllenazay.” | | 

« No. The Words in the Original lie literaly Wi 
« thus. It is impoſſible for theſe who were ot 1 i Hy 

ligbtenen —and they falling away, to ren i i 
% again unto Repentance : That is, ſhould they fl 


„ away, which is in plain Exgliſe, If they f du 
hacks away. wag .-= Heat 
Excuſe me for ſpeaking plain Eng liſb, here. vil ＋T. 
4 Man lie for GOD ? either you or I do; for 1 77 
aver (and let all that underſtand. Greet judge * . 


', Vi it, 


ani boy 3 with the Apoſtle, and never by him applied to any 


W but kelievers. 
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( 
i that the Words in the Original do not lie lite= 


fly thus, Ard they falling azcay, (if ſo, they muſt' be 


in the Preſent Tenſe; not xa. 
he 1rdefinize) but that they are 


are, in t 


0 ranflated, And have fallen atay; as literally as the 


„% Tongue will bear. 
„ rho here is no: / in the Caſe, no Suppoſi - 


on at all, but a plain Declaration of Matter of 


LYXV. „ But why do you imagine theſe Per- 


bons were truly Believers ?“ Becauſe all the Ex- 
34 preſſions, in their eaſy, natural Senſe, imply it. 


They were once inlightened : An Expreſſion familiar 


So the GOD F our Lord IEsus 


CarisT, give unto you the Spirit of Wiſdom and Reve- 


F ation be Eyes of your Unaerflanaing being inlight- 


: | ened, that ye may Know what 15 the Hope of his Calling 
i bot is the exceeding Greatneſs of bis Glory, fo us 
WW #17 that believe, Epb. i. 17, &c. 80 again, Gop, 
= 7; cemmanded the Light to ſgine ont of Darkneſs, batb 
mined in dr Hearts, to give the Light of the Know- 


lage of the Glory of GOD in the Face of Ixsus 


$4 Enzier, 2 . , 


i Nay, they were inligbiened means only, they 


W © were /aptized ; or, knew the Doctrines of the 
W © Goſpel.” 


J cannot believe this, till you bring me a few 
Paſſages from St. Paul's Writings, wherein that Ex- 
preſſion is evidently taken in either of theſe Senſes. 

Again. They had tafted ef the beavently Gift, (em- 
phatically ſo called) and were made Parta ers of the 
Ei Get. So St. Peter likewiſe couples them to- 
gether, (Ads ii. 38.) Be baptized fir the Remiſſion 
ef Sins, and ye ſpall receive the Gift of the Holy Gh. 
Whereby the Love of Gop was ſhed abroad in their 
Hearts, with all the other Fruits of the Spirit. 

The Expreſſion they had taſted of the heavenly 
Gift, is taken from the Pſalmiſt, Taft and ſee that the 
Lird ir god, As if he had ſaid; Be ye as affured of his 
| | ; | Love, 
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Love, as of any Thing you ſee. with 
And let the Aſſurance thereof be ſweet to your ho 
as Honey is to'your Tongue. 
„But this means only, they had ſome Notion y 
« Remiſfſion of Sins and Heaven, and ſome Def 
„after them. And they. had received the en 
„ traordinary Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt.” Thy 
vou irmed; but without any Colour of Proof. 
It remains, that thoſe who ſee the Light of th 
Glory of Gov, in the Faith of IE SUS Curr, wy 
who have been made Partakers of the Holy Ghok, 
of the Witneſs and the Fruits of the Spirit, may ne. 
vertheleſs ſo fall from Goo, as to perith everlaſting, 
LXXVI. Seventhly, Thoſe who live by Faith, 
may yet fall from Gop and periſh everlaſtingly. 
For thus faith the Apoſtle. Te Nuß foal line 
Faith ; but if” any Man draw back, my Soul jhall hatt 
no Pleaſure in him, Heb, x, 3%. The juſt, (the juſt 
fied Perſon, of whom only this can be ſaid) Vallis 
by Faith, even now ſhall live the Life which is hid 
with Cunrsr in Gop : And if he endure unto the 
End, ſhall live with Gop for ever. But %, any Min 
draws bark, faith the Lord, my Soul ſhall babe n 
Pleaſure in bim: That is, I will utterly caſt him of, 
and accordingly the drawing back here {ſpoken of, 
is termed in the Verſe 33 following, Lan- 
ing back te Perdition. | 
* But the Perſon. ſuppoſed to draw back, is not 
« the ſame with. him that is ſaid to live by Faith. 
I anſwer, 1. Who is it then? can any Man draw 
back from Faith who never came to it ? But 
2. Had the Text been fairly tranſlated, there had 
been no Pretence for this Objection. For the Ori- 
inal runs thus: O NN. cx TiFews Cnoflas nas iu 
ure —If o r., the juſi Man that lives by 
Faith (fo the Expreſſion neceſſarily implies, there be- 
ing-no other Neminative to the Ferb) dratws back, n 
Soul ſhall have no Pleaſure in Lim. 
But your Tranſlation too is inaccurate.” he 
pleaſed to ſhew. me wherein? 
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= FR | 
I grant he may draw back: And yet not draw 
back to Perdition.“ But then it is not the draw- 
back which is here ſpoken of. 
WF However here is only a Suppoſition, which 
es no Fact.“ I obſerve you take that as a ge- 
1 Rule, Suppoſitions prove no Facts. But this 
ot tue. They do not always: But many Times 
de. And whether they do or no in a particu- 
rent, muſt be judged from the Nature. of the 
Wrpoſition, and from he preceding and following 
Words. | 5 
WW But the inſerting ary Man into the Text, is 
WW: orccable to the grammatical Conſtruction of the 
Words. This I totally deny. There is no Need 
au ſuch Inſertion. The preceding Nominative . 
ces. 
gut one that lives by Faith, cannot draw back. 
« Tor tho he taftified them he alſo glorified. ? 
ils proves no more, than that all who are glo- 
Wed, are pardoned and ſanctified firſt. | 
& Nay, but'St. Paul ſays, Le are dead; and your 
bi with CuRIST in God. When Curnsr 
2 Life, ſhall appear, then ſhall ye alſo appear 


bin i Glory. | | 
b: Moſt ſure, if you endure to the End. M haſoever 
sei in bim to the End ſhall never dic. 

WV. But, to come more home to the 
Point. I ſay, this Text is ſo far from militating 
aint Perſeverence, that it greatly eſtabliſhes 
.“ | | 

Jos are very unhappy in your Choice of Texts 
abliſh this Doctrine. T'wo of which eſtabliſh 
t as this does, we have ſeen already. Now 
7 2 us hear, how you prove Perſeverance from 
ext. | 

Very eakly. Here are two ſorts of Perſons 
Wcntioned ; he that lives by Faith, and he that 
a back to Perdition.“ 

Y, this is the very Queſtion. I do not allow 
wo Perſons are mentioned in the Text. I have 


ſhewn 


4 
"Ix 
57 

4 25 
J ; 


ITY 2 1 Fr n 1 4 PP" IVF ; 4 . — — 


1 


e 5 * 2 
. . 2 4 WOW,” 
* © fant Jails ee 7 


4 


i ſhewn, it is one and the ſame Perſon, who once li 
r by Faith, and afterwards draws back. 
r Vet thus much I allow ; two forts of Believer ꝝ 

| in the next Verſe mentioned; ſome that draw but 
and ſome that perſevere. And 1 allow, the Ang 
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fro: 
XX 
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adds, We are not of them who draw back unto Prin 2 * 
But what will you infer from thence ? This is 6 v RF . 


from contradicting what has been obſerved h f 
fore, that it manifeſtly confirms it. It i; a hl = 4 
ther Proof, that there are thoſe who draw hy Ws 
unto Perdition, although - theſe were not of wi... >, 
Number. 1 =. , 
_ « 1 muſt ſtill aver, that the Text is rightly tral Wh loud of 
© ted: which I prove thus. | Eo, boly th 
The original Text (Hab. ii. 4.) runs thus. tis 
Bold his Soul who is lifted up, is not upright in bin; A EY ed her 
the Fuſt ſhall live by bis Faith. _ SY wy 
This the Seventy render Ea progs Jad und 
 #vJoxes 1 Y ν h ty u, o de 014240» ex Ld ff reby 
Sveta. If a Man araw back, my Sou! d, 01 mely, 
* ſure in hin. But the Tuft ſpall live by my Faith, oi «« Nay 
* Faith in me.) dire 
* Now here the Man in the former Clauſe u he, nc 
« draws back, is diſtinguiſhed from him in the fan part fe 
40 os, who {ves by Faith, | W Coven 
But the Apoſtle quotes the Text from this Tu Either 
&« {lation : lemor) 
True; but he does not “ diſtinguiſh the May 2 Intecede 
te the former Clauſe who drazs bach, from hin ere 1: 
&« the latter who /ives by Faith.“ So far from it i ; po hath. 
he quite inverts the Order of the Sentence, ph, dab 
the latter Clauſe of it firſt. And by this Meng une 
comes to paſs, that although in tranſlating ths Ie Relati 
from the Septuagint, we muſt inſert a Mar, (beat the Sc 
there is no Nominative preceeding) yet in tranſam ed. 
from the Apoſtle, there is no Need or Pretene M If! 
inſerting it, ſeeing o M. ſtands juſt before. | ſtood o 
Therefore ſuch an Inſertion is a palpable Viola mean, 
to the Text; which conſequently is not or that 
- tranſlated, | lpiog,” 
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| Gop and periſh everlaſtingly. g 
IAXV III Eighthly, thoſe who are ſanctiſied by 


erlaitingly. 


e Avoll For thus again faith the Apoſtle: If we fon wilfully, * 


Prin r we have received the Knowledge of the Truth, there 
erb no more Sacrifice for Sin; but a certain fearful 
ay 9 ting fir of Fudgment and fiery Indignation, which jhalt 
13 er tbe Auverſarien. He that deſpiſed Moſes Law died 
a Oy Mercy under two or three Witneſſes. Of how much 
et WE: Puniſbment ſpall he be thought worthy, who hath 
alen under foot the Son of GOD, and hath counted the 
Yb of the Covenant, wherewith he was ſanttified, an 
ehh thing. | 

hai, LW It is — BER OK plain, 1. That the Perſon menti- 
bin; Aged here was once ſanctified by the Blood of the Co- 
Wenant: 2. That he afterward by known, wilful Sin, 


lah 


U | 
OY 
oe 


T1 WWcreby incurred a ſorer Puniſhment than Death, 
'/) 1:6 0,2. | 


Wazncly, Death everlaſting. 5 

= © Nay, the immediate Antecedent to the Rela- 
= tive , is the Son of Gop. Therefore it was 
lauſe dh he, not the Apoſtate, who was ſanctified, (ſet a- 
he fal part for his Prieſtly Office) by the Blood of the 
Covenant.“ ; 7 f 
this Tu 


aith. it 


lemory fails. 755 Son of Gor is not the immediate 
he Mui ntecedent to the Relative be. The Words run thus: 


m hin 088 tor mach ſorer Puniſhment ſpall he be thought worthy, 
om , To hats trodden under foot the Son of GOD, xai To arcs 
, Va Ws babnxn; xower NY aper®, 6 nyico dn. You ſee 
5 1 


02ung-, not ue, is the immediate Antecedent to 
e Relative be. Conſequently it is the Apoſtate, 
| = Son of Gop, who is here ſaid to be ſanc- 


l he was ſanctified, yet this cannot be under- 
of inward Sanctification. Therefore it muſt 
mean, either, that he ſaid, he was ſanctiſied; 


| bo 1 he made an outward Profeſſion of Re. 
ian.” + | Og 
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It remains, that thoſe who live by. Faith, may yet 


Wh: Blood of the Covenant, may ſo fall as to periſh | 


od under foot the Son of Goo: And 3. That he 


Either you forgot to look at the Original, or your 
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Why cannot the Word be underſtood in its proj 
natural Senſe, of inward San&tification ? | * 
«© Becauſe that is by the Spirit of Goo.” PR 
this very Conſideration it appears, that this muſt þ 
underſtood of inward Sanctification: for the Wort 
immediately following are, And bath done drſpine mm 
the Spirit of Grace, even that Grace, whereby 5e yy 
once ande. | 8 1 
It remains, that thoſe who are ſantified by ty r Co 
Blood of the Covenant, may yet periſh ever. as, 
_—— on 2 
LXXIX. If you imagine theſe Texts are t WR 
ſufficient to prove, that a true Believer may finlly ite 
fall, I will offer a few more to your Conſideration, for the 
which I would beg you to weigh farther at your 14 tho; 
—Z—— i 7 At 222 
Matt. v. 13. Ye (Chriſtians) are the Salt of ies, 1451, 
ber 
be 
2. 
n, be) 
n. 1 
coul 
Gal. 1 


with fhall it be falted? it is thenceforth gud fy 
#abing, but to be cat out, and troadew under foot if Ma, 
Chap. xii. 45. When the" unclean ' Spirit goetb uf 
of Mas (as he does out of every true Believer) l 
evalketh' through dry Plates, ſeeing Rift, and fil 
none. Then he ſaith, I will return. and he taktth nit 
bim ſeven other Spirits — and they. enter in, and nil Wi 
there. And the laſt State of that Man is worſe than iE care we 
8 Xxiv. 10, &c. Aud then ſpall many be of mi 
uud the Love (toward Gop and Man) f mary ji 
wax cold. But be that ſpall exdure to the End, tht uit 
fall be Javed. oy 
Ver. 45, Ke. Who then is a frtthful and wit 
want, to hom bis Lord hath made Ruler over his Houfouit 


once) “ begin to finite bis Fellow-ſerv ants" 
Lord frall cut him aſunder, and appoint bim vis b. 
tion with the Hypocrites, Apoſtates being no better tia 
they. 8429 1 | ne 15 1 | 
3 Tube xxi. Take heed' to yourſelves (ye that bellen iir Tre 
tft at any time your Heart be overcharged with Cm 

this Life, and Jo that Day come upon you — 
$51. 1 4 j 
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| im „that otherwiſe they would not 
3 1 3 to and before the Son uf 

From —_ 7. 

i ol 16. Sin no more, left a wor ſe Thing ( than ay 

emporal Evil) come unto thee, 

Chap. viii. 31, 32. ye continue in my Word, then 

lore ye m Diſciples indeed. And ye ſhall kno the Truth, 

dts Truth fball make you free. 

. 2 I Cor. iX. 27. 1 Reep ny Body under left 5 
Wer”, when 1 have preacbed to others, I myſelf ſhould be 

1 Caft-atoey. 

W Cor. x. 3, c. Our Fathers did all eat the ſams 

/piritua! Meat, and did all drink the ſame ſpiritual Drink 

r th:y drank of that ſpiritual Rock that followed them, 

bat Rock was CHRIST.) But with many of thim 

: 4 60D was wit well pleajed ; for they were over-thrown in 

Maillierneſ.— Now theſe Things were for our pres 

4 Wherefore let him that thinketh he flandeth, take heed 

7 be: fall. | 

; 2 Cor. vi. 1. Ve therefore , as Workers together with 

5 wa leſeech. you, that ye receive not the Grace of GOD in 

. But chis 3 were ren if none that ever . 

jt, could : 

Gal. v. 4. L are fallen from Grace. 

7 | Chap vi. 9. We ſhall reap, if we faint not. There- 

oc we all not reap, if we do. 

Hieb. iii. 4. Ne are made Partakers of CuR IST, if 

2 Ag the Beginning of our Confidence fiedfuft unto we 

. 

= 2 Pr. iii. 17. Beware, left ye alſo being led away 

Z 75 the Error of the Wicked, fall from your own n 

re,. 

2 Jobn v. 8. Look to yourſelves, that we loſe not FR 

: = which we have wrought. 

Ker. iü. 11. Hold tha: faft- which thou baſt, that no 

Man take thy Crown, And to conclude, 

=o” hewi/e foal] my heavenly Father do alſo unto you, 

1 ye from your Hearts forgive not every one his Brother 

tir Trefpaſſer. Matt, xviii. 35. $0! How? Hewil 
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(64) . 
retract the Pardon he had given, and deliver 500 * 
the Tormentors. 6 Sy * | 
LXXX. . Why then you make Salvation cou i141 
tional.” I make it neither conditional nor uncut t 
onal? but I decfare juſt what I find in the Bible, u. Me oft 
ther more nor leſs ; namely, that it is bought i, rde v. 
every Child of Man, and actually given to every rg 
that believeth. If you call this conditional Si Wire not 
tion, Gop made'it ſo from the Beginning of h owing 
World: and he hath g*c/ared it ſo to be, at ſum te v 
Times, and in divers Manners : of old by M: wi Conni 
the Prophets, and in latter Times by Cas 1s And zd xi 
A poſtles. | WW 
« Then I can never be ſaved ; for I can pem WR. 
no Conditions; for J can do nothing.” No, noi; i Fon vi 
nor any Man under Heaven, --without the Grace , ha: 
Go. But I can de all Things thre CHRIS firentin. Wiſh one of 
ing me. So car you, So can every Believer. M did nc 
he las ſtrengthened, and will ſtrengthen you more Al, vi! 
more, if you do not. wilfully reſiſt, till you quend, Wer Fate 
his Spirit. Chap. 
LXXXE. «< Nay, but Gop muſt work irre es un; 
in me, or I ſhall never be faved.” Hold! conide WH: iii 
that Word. You are again advancing a Dod Warr. 
which has not one plain, clear Text to ſupport i WW bid. vi 
J allow, Gob may poſlibly, at /ome Times, work im Heart 
fiſtibly in /ome Souls, I believe he aves, But n He. xi 
you infer hence, that he a/ways works thus in all tit pp. 
are ſaved ? Alas, my Brother, what kind of C. LXX x1 
cluſion is this? and by what Scripture will you pte innum 
it? where, I pray, is jt written, that none are fowl Bi this He 
but by irreſiſtible Grace? By Almighty Grace, | en not o 
grant; by that Power alone, to which all Thug ih to Re 
are poſſible. But ſhew me any one plain Sci re alſo, 
ture for this, That Rall ſaving Grace 1s ircel- x irreſiſti 
ſtible.” 55 eoditiona 
IXXXII. But this Doctrine is not only nds in C 
ſupported by Scripture. It is flatly contrary the Biz: Milt 


How 


E 
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& How will you reconcile it (to inſtance in a very 
We; with the following Texts ? 
„„, xi. v. 3, &c. He ſent to call them, and they 


rr You * 


ON con, d not net.. 3 | : 
incondi, WA * vi. 5. He could do no mighty Works there, be- 
1ble, u. dee of their Unbelief. ; 

ought rl v. 17. There were Phariſees, and the Power of 
every rd cu, preſent to heal them. Nevertheleſs they. 
al Sin, e not healed in Pact, as the Words immediately 
8 of tie owing ſhew. | 1 

at ſundy t- vii. 29. The Phariſees and Lawyers made void 
Mn Council of GOD, againſt themſelves. | 


T andy ? Luke xiii. 34. O Feruſalem, Feruſalem, how gf. 


uli Have gathered thy Children, and ye would 


| perfonn 8. 

„ nn vi. 63, &c. II is the Spirit that quickeneth ; the 
Grace WG-45 that 7 ſpeat unte you, they are Spirit. But there 
'rengtbn- eme of you that believe not. Therefore that Spi- 
er. A did not work irreſiſtibly. 3 
more ai -A, vii. 41. Je do always refft the Holy Ghoſt : At 
quench / Fatbers did, ſe do ye. 


5 Chap. xiii 46. 77 put it from por, and judge your-- 


ek unwortby eternal Life. 

conſis N Hb: iii. 3: While itil called to day, harden not your” 
Dore z art. - | Shes | 

port i bid. ver. 12: Take heed leſt there be in any of you an 


ork im. 
But en 
All that 
of Cots 


4 / Heart of Unbelief, departing from the living Go bo. 
L. xii. 25. See that ye refuſe not him that ſpeak-. 


W1XXXII1. 1 do but juſt give you a Specimen of 


21 pro? Ae innumerable Scriptures which might be produced 
re fue! BG this Head. And why will you adhere to an Opi- 
race, | Wor. not only unſupported by, - but utterly contrary 
Tung 1 th to Reaſon and Scripture-?. Be pleaſecdt to obſerve 
| Sa Ne allo, hat you are not to conſider the Doctrine 


irreſiſtible Grace by itſelf, any more than that of 
nditional Election, or final Perſeverance : But as it 
nds in Connexion with unconditional Reprobation, 
* Millſtone which hangs about the Neck of your 
ole. Hypotheſis. | 
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. Felnets ? wherein does that Uſefulneſs lie 16 


_ "this: It diſplays to others how highly he is cM 


Man; if you mean, This Opinion truly ha 


to make the Trial) that all, or even the Gena 


8 
* Ar 
2 OY * * 
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n P 
Will you ſay, „I adhere to it, becauſe gf wht | | 


f . 


D alts Gov, and debaſes Man.” In why 90 | | 
does it exalt Goo? God in himſelf is exalte ,, WA 
all Praiſe. Your meaning therefore [ (pz; Wi 


in Juſtice, Mercy, and Truth. But the dirs oi 
trary ot this has been ſhewn at large: It hu 1, 
Thewn by various Conſiderations, that Goy ;, 
exalted, but rather, diſhonoured, and that in K 3 
higheſt Degree, by ſuppoſing him to deſpi vi 
ork of his own 33 the far greater Pan of A 
Souls which he hath made. And as to the debiz 
the Men that hold it.“ I fear it does nag 
have not perceived (and J have had large Ocuma 


of them that hold it, are more humble than I 
Men. Neither, I think, will you ſay, that noten 
humble, who hold it not: ſo that it  neitha;f 
neceſſary, nor a certain Means of Humility. 4 
it be ſo ſometimes, this only proves that Goo u 
bring Good out of Evil. = 
LXXXIV. The Truth is, neither this Opn 
nor that, but the Love of Gop humbles Man, A 
that only. Let but this be ſlred abroad in his Hen 
and he abhors himſelf in Duſt and Aſhes. An fh 
as this enters into his Soul, lowly Shame cover lu 
Face. That Thought, What is Gop ? What hut 
he done for ne? is immediately followed by, Via 
15 F? And he knoweth not what to do, or u 
o hide, or how to abaſe himſelf enough, beforeth 
'great Gop of Love, of whom he now Krones 
that as his Majeſty is, ſo is his Mercy. Jet in 
who has elt this, (whatever be his Opinion) c 
whether he could then take Glory to himfelf ? it 
ther he could aſcribe to himſelf any Part of hi- 3s 
vation, or the Glory of any good Word or Thougit 
Lean then, Who will, on that —_— . 


a 


certain 


none 1 


is it a 


all of 
what) 
you a 


them 


(667) 1 
fu Humility : but let the Love of Gop humble my 
| ty Soul ! 5 55 K. 


XXV. „ Why this is ebe very Thing which 


ted ih « recommends it. This Doctrine makes Men love. 
uppag « Gob.“ I anſwer as before: Aceidentally it may; 
enz becauſe Gop can draw Good out of Evil. But you 
by will not ſay, all who hold it love Gop.;. ſo-'it is no 


gerlain Means to that End. Nor will you ſay, that 
none love him who hold it not. Neither therefore 
at in oi is it a veceſary Means. But indeed when you talk at 
pile vi all of its making Men love Gor,” yen know not. 
art a what you do. You lead Men into more Danger than 
deb ou are aware of. You almoſt unavoidably lead. 
une them into ing on that Opinion: You cut them off 
5 n from a true Dependance on the Fountain ef liv- 
Oc irg Waters, and ſtrengthen them in hewing to 
dene chemielves broken Ciſterns, which can hold no- 
han ow Water. N n e 2i 1413 m Not 
t none TLXXXVI. This is my grand Objection to the: 
nee e Doctrine of Reprobation, or (which is the ſame) 
IS unconditional Election. That it is an Error I know';; 
Goo ta W becauſe if this were true, the whole Scripture muſt 
be falſe. But it is not only for this, becauſe it is an 


| Error, that I ſo earneſtly oppoſe it, but becauſe it is. 
* W an Error af ſo pernicious Conſequences to the Souls: 
is Her 


of Men ;' becauſe it directly and naturally tends to 
| hinder the inward Work of God in every Stage of 
cover u it. | | 

| LXXXII. For Inſtance. Ts a Man careleſs and 
by, Via unconcerned ? utterly dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins 7 


or wit Exhort him then (ſuppoſe he is of your 6wn Opi- 


before th nion) to take ſome Care of his immortal Soul. 1 
knovelh take Care, ſays he ! what ſigniſes u Care? 
Let 0 BE © why, what muſt be, muſt be. If I am Elect, 1 
non i © tuft be ſaved: And if I am not, I muſt be 


elf? wit „damned.“ And the Reaſoning is as Juſt and 


f his Wh ſtrong, as it is obvious and natural. It /avails not 
T hougit e to ſay, „ Men may aleſe any Doctrine So they 
Ree i may. But this is not 2g yours. It is the plain, 
Hum natural 
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natural U/e of it. The Premiſſes cannot be dent 
(on your Scheme) and the Conſequence is equal 
clear and undeniable. Is he a little ſerious and 
thoughtful now and then, tho' generally cold auf 
lukewarm ? preſs him then to fiir up the Gift that 
is in him, to work out his own Salvation wit 
Fear: and 'Frembling. 
I. do? you know Man can do nothing. If yy 
reply, but you don't 4zfre Salvation. 
not willing te be ſaved; It may be fo, fy 


he, but Gop ſhall make me willing in the Day 
of his Power. So,. waiting for irreſiſtible Grace, 
he falls faſter aſleep than ever.. See him again, 


when he thorowly. awakes: out. of Sleep; wha 
in ſpite. of his Principles, Fearfulneſs and Tren. 


bling are come upon him, and an horrible Draa 


hath overwhelmed him. How then will you com. 
fort him that is well-nigh ſwallowed up of over. 


much Sorrow ? if at all, by applying the Pre. 
But. againſt theſe he is fenced. 


miles of Goo. 
on every. Side. Theſe indeed, fays he, are gien 
precious Promiſes. But they belong to the 
Elect only. Therefore they are nothing to me. 
I am not of that Number. And I never can be: 
For his Decree is unchangable. Has he already 
taſted of the good Word, and the Powers of 
the World to come? being juſtified by Faith hati 
he Peace with God? then Sin hath no Domi 
nion over him. But by. and by, conſidering he 
may fall. foully indeed, but cannot fall 19, he 
is not ſo jealous over himſelf as he was at fil 
he grows. a little and a- little. ſlacker, till eer 
long he falls again into- the Sin, from which he 
was Clean. efcaped. As ſoon as you perceive be 
is intangled again. and overcome, you apply the 
Scriptures relating to that State. You conjure 


him not to harden his Heart any more, leſt li: 


laſt State be worſe than the ſrrſt. How cat 
22 that be,. ſays he? once in Grace, 9 ie 
e | | Jace; 


Alas, ſays be, what cm 


You ax 


Wcient to 
Doe opp 
t there 
ion; fc 
Wer ing 

Wdeſtinati 
WDeath. 
= Let a 
ead it. 

5 „% ed D. 
Men 

: : « | can 
Sin a 
auence 
Wo infer 

died 
and {| 
if 12 
ſaved. 
longer 
WW this is: 
The We 
inferred 
W lows fro 
8 ſervation 
Doctrine 
c(howeve. 


* 


Grace ; and I am 


. ins on, and ſleeps on, till he awakes in 


+4 IxxXVI. The obſerving theſe melancholy 
95 xamples Day by Day, this dreadful Havock, 
WE: the Devil makes of Souls, eſpecially of 
WE: who had begun to run well, by Means of 
is antiſcriptural Doctrine, conſtrains me to op- 
Bc it from the ſame Principle, whereon I labour 
WE, fave Souls from Deſtruction. Nor is it ſuffi- 
ent to ask, are there not alſo many who wref 
e oppoſite Doctrine to their own Deſtruction? 
c there are, that is nothing to the Point in queſ- 
ion; for that is not the Gale here. Here 1s no 
Noreia at all: The Doctrine of abſolute Pre- 
beſtination naturally leads to the Chambers of 
Death. N55 | 
Let an Inſtance in each kind be propoſed, and 
he Difference is ſo broad, he that runneth may 
read it. I fay, © CnrisT died for all. He taſt- 
ed Death for every Man, and he willeth all 
Men to be ſaved.” O, ſays an Hearer, then 
I can be ſaved, when I will; ſo I may ſafely 
Fin a little longer. No, this is no Conſe- 
auence from what I ſaid : The Words are wreftea, 
so infer what does not follow. 
died only for the Ele&t : And all theſe muſt 
and ſhall be ſaved. O, ſays an Hearer, Then 


fſaved. 
longer; for my Salvation cannot fail.“ Now 
W this is a fair Conſequence from what you faid : 
The Words are not wreſted at all. No more is 
W interred than what plainly and undeniably fol- 
Flows from the Premiſſes. And the very lame Ob- 
F {crvation may be made, on every Article of that 
Doctrine. Every Branch of it, as well as this, 
E (bovever the Wiſdom of Gop may 2 

5 | aw 


\ 


—_< * 
D 
„ 


= ſure I was in Grace once. 
Fou ſhall never tear away my Shield.” So 


You ſay, Carter - 


if 1 am one of the Elect, I muſt and ſhall be 
Therefore I may ſafely Sin a little 
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draw Good out of it) has a natural, ,.. Wl 
Cauſe of Gov? 1 am perſuaded, ye would 1 


were trained up therein, but of thoſe who yo, 
lately brought over to your Opinion. May g 


ſpeedily work ſome of the above-named ſeg 
ter the cloſeſt. and moſt impartial Objeryaig, 
this. But whether ye believe it or no, you he 
Holineſs, and teftifying to afl the Neceſſity of «! 
they idly truſt will ſupply its Place? As far u 


Peace and Joy in the Holy Ghoſt. 


we can, from the Power of Darkneſs, . into tt 


Re gf Th Ho Loan 
0 


(70) 


Tendency, without any wreſtling, either 9 
or obſtruct Holineſs. _ 7 
LXXXIX. Brethren, would ye lie fo g 


Think then that as ye are, ſo am I: I ſpeck g. 
Truth, before'Gov, my Judge; not of thoſe vj, 


theſe have I known, but I have not knonn g 
in ten of all that Number, in whom it did 


according to the State of Soul they were then n 
And one only have I known among them all, 4 


who did not evidently ſhew, within one Jen, 

that his Heart was changed, not for the better 

but for the worſe. | 
XC. I know indeed, ye cannot eaſily belien 


lieve, as well as I, that without Holineſs, no Ma 
mall ſee the Lord. May we nat then; at lea, 
join in this, in declaring the Nature of invat 


May we not all thus far join, in tearing awy 
the broken Reeds wherein ſo many reſt, with 
out either inward or. outward Holineſs, and which 


Uh 

OM 

at e 
(38 

2 

* | | 


is poſſible, let us join in deſtroying the Works 


the Devil, and in ſetting up the Kingdom d Dialo! 
Gov upon Earth, in promoting Righteouines, F 


erious ( 


Of whatever Opinion or Denomination we a, 
we muſt ſerve either Gop or the Devil. I vt 
ferve Gop, our Agreement is far greater tu 
our Difference. Therefore, as far as may be, 
ſetting aſide that Difference, let us unite in dt. 
ſtroying the Works of the Devil, in bringing 2 


EF dcripturi 
erious 
3 ( 


1 \ 
Na Ans 
8 


Kingdom 


et 


"O's. 

of Gop's dear Son. And let us aſſiſt 
other to value more and more the glorious 
e hereby we ftand, and daily to grow in 
WE. Grace and in the Knowledge of our Lord 
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[Vation, 
Len, 


bene, 
bellen 


ou he. 
10 Mar 
at lea, 
ins ant 


of k . l | 
am WY and fold at the Foun- 
1 ately publiſh'd and ſola 


| which 
far 4 
orks of 


dery near Upper Moor-Fields. 
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